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FROM OUR ENGLISH CORRESPONDENT. 
REORGANIZATION OF THE CAVALRY FORCE. 
Lonpon, April 18, 1871. 

Ir is positively stated that great changes are to 
be made in the whole system and routine of the 
cavalry force of the British army. They are sorely 
needed. In fact, that particular branch of the ser- 
vice is now in that state that any change, no matter 
in what direction or for what purport, must be for 
the better. Not that the English cavalry has fallen 
from its high estate, or deteriorated. Judged by the 
lights and requirements of twenty years ago, it is 
in a high state of efficiency. But there’s the rub— 
twenty years ago! While improvements of every 
kind have been made in every other branch of the 
service, the cavalry has simply remained exactly as 
it was in the Crimean war. The only progress it 
has made is in weight. Indeed, it is surprising 
that while so much has been done for the artillery, 
and so much for the infantry, the cavalry has been 
allowed to remain stock still, and now uses the 
weapons of bygone times, and drills the drills of 
‘other days. But all this is to be no longer. Steps 


‘are to be taken immediately, first, to inquire what 


reforms are most urgently needed, and next to carry 
them out. A committee composed of eminent cav- 
alry officers is to examine other eminent caval- 
ry officers, and then elaborate a report, which in 
due time, it is to be hoped, will bear good fruit in 
the shape of radical reforms in everything connect- 
ed with the cavalry forces of the Crown. One of 
the first steps taken will be to assimilate the differ- 
ent regiments to one or at the most two standards. 
As at present constituted, the English cavalry is di- 
vided and subdivided into so many different parcels 
thatitis almost impossible to gather together 2,000 
mounted men who do not difier either in dress, ap- 
pellation, supposed duties, or armament. The first 
division classifies cavalry into heavy, medium, and 
light. In fact the regiments are all heavy, very 
heavy, and some of the so-called light regiments are 
as heavy or heavier than the mediums; but the ap- 
pellation continues, and their duties are marked out 
in accordance with their supposed weight. Then 
the thirty-one regiments of cavalry are divided into 
cuirassiers (three regiments), dragoon guards (seven 
regiments), dragoons (three regiments), lancers (five 
regiments), and hussars (eleven regiments). It is 
expected that one of the first reforms will be to do 
away with half these names and the consequent 
distinction of dress. The cuirassiers, which are 
household regiments, will probably be retained as 
they are; no change will be attempted in their case. 
But the remaining regiments will possibly be all 
turned into dragoons (heavies) and hussars or lancers 
(light). 

Another reform to be adopted in the future will 
necessitate the increase of horses in each cavalry 
regiment, and the formation of a reserve of trained 
horses in case of war. It will scarcely be credited 
that although the total number of cavalrymen in 
the English army is only 17,350, yet there are only 
14,298 horses borne on the rolls, and that according 
to the regulation that is the proper proportion; and 
that there is no regular depot of trained horses to 
fall back upon in case of urgent demand at short 
notice. The proposed reform will probably include 
a regulation in accordance with which the number 
of horses and the number of non-commissioned of- 
ficers and privates will be made equal; and also the 
formation of a depot of cavalry horses for each mil- 
itary division of of England will be ordered. One 
eminent cavalry officer advocates the adoption of 
some plan like that which already exists in Prussia, 
and by which the Government have the power of 
taking away whenever they require them certain 
horses left with the farmers, but which have been 
previously valued and marked. In Prussia exactly 
100,000 horses can be so obtained atone hour’s notice ; 
whereas in England in case of war immense diffi- 
culty would be found in obtaining half that num- 


ber of a proper age and with the requisite qualifica- 
tions, so heavily was the country drained during 
the late war. 

The next reform is to be in the matter of weight. 
At present the average weight carried by horses of 
the household cavalry is 21 stone 7 pounds; in the 
dragoon regiments,! 19 stone 4 peunds; in the 
lancer regiments, 19 stone 13 pounds; in the 
hussar regiments, 20 stone, thé latter being sup- 
posed to be the light cavalry. These weights of 
course include everything the horse and his rider 
carry in marching order or in a campaign. A re- 
duction of these enormous weights by two stone 
each will be the most useful reform that can possi- 
bly be introduced into the mounted forces. I men- 
tion incidentally, lest the stone is not known in 
America, that its weight is 14 pounds. Thus the 
highest weight carried is 301 pounds, and the light- 
est 270 pounds, the difference being 31 pounds only. 
In the above averages the rider's weight is placed at 
150 pounds, and the remaining 130 pounds carried 
by the horses of light cavalry regiments are made 
up as follows: 



































roy . ° ‘ D 
ie ig 31 5 les 
<7 E E s| ¥ lee 
Description SS d | BE | g| = les 
2 pe wo = 
Country. 0 3 | S34 {2 adel = = z Total. 
Cavalry. - a5 ‘a 3B c log 
3 Se [3s 8 3 leq 
4 5 led 4} F As 
st. Ibs. {Ib. oz.|Ib. oz. ees st. Ibs. 
Cuirassiers.../11 11 (614 (238 (12 12)19 0 
aed Ceienens. Hs file e HS 2a ly 274 
ee ee 
.. ||Dragoons....|10 9 115 9 ||. 1} 50117 5 
Prussia. { Lancers ' (Ub- i 49 | i 31 | 
L One --2- ll 6 ¥ 8 60)17 2 
1rassl 
Russia. | Imp.Guard.|13 4 [52 4 (815 |35 14] 20\21 11% 
USSATS...... 11 9 1/46 13 ” 7 |34 4] 20118 4% 








That there is ample room for cutting down here 
is very evident. In Austria, although the average 
weight of the men in the cuirassier regiments is 
considerably over 150 pounds, the total weight car- 
ried by the horse remains nearly threestone less than 
the allowed light cavalry weight in England. The 
following table giving the average weights carried 
by the cavalry horses of the principal countries of 


Europe may be relied upon as correct : 
lbs. 02z. 
Spare clothing and necessaries.....0.-+csssecececcsecesecs 51 00 
furni 00 


orse CURE coccccccccccccccccccccscccsccccccesccecses 47 
Stable necessaries and horse gear......cssscoecsecerscscees 6 ll 
Sabre and scabbard......ccoccccccccocccsccsccccccccscccees 4 ll 
DUNE site dtc dds a cicecepadonssconcoancccccobaneciccssacses 3 2 
BAOGEIBOTIOTES cocccccccsccescecccccscvccavccecccccoscccos 5 00 
AMBMURION—20 TOUNEBs oso 000 ccccceccccsocscocscoccseces 1 14 
SU incccspraddigegbetincsientnasceedcceccaspnesesicess 2 00 
Ee Me WE ii cececcccncccdasicsinccas b0bseda00en 150 o 

BOGE scocccccecasovecccasecscaceccsccccesecesccecess 279 6 


The table was obtained by Captain Hozier for a 
committee appointed to inquire into the best means 
of reducing the present weights carried by English 
cavalry horses. Only the “ heaviest ” and “ lightest ” 
regiments of each country are given, except in the 
case of Prussia, where the cuirassiers, which are the 
heaviest regiments, are not mentioned. A compari- 
son between that table and the weights given above 
as the average in English regiments is sufficient ar- 
gument for the necessity of a great change. 

These three principal reforms—the assimilation of 
the regiments of cavalry to two standards at the most, 
an increase of the number of horses in each regi- 
ment, together with the formation of an equine 
reserve, and the reduction of the weight to be carried 
by the horse—are to be taken in hand at an early 
date. There are other reforms necessary, such as 
the better armament of the cavalry and the adop- 
tion of a more practical dress; but unless the first 
reforms are attended to, no change can be of prac- 
tical utility. 

ADOPTION OF THE MARTINI-HENRY RIFLE. 


One of the severest newspaper battles ever fought 
has been over the kind of rifle to be finally adopted 
by the English army. The conflict over the big 
guns—the muzzle-loading versus the breech-load- 
ing parties—was no mean fight, especially when 
warmed up by the flank attacks of the champions 
of bronze, steel, wrought and cast iron as the mate- 
rial, But the small-arms battle has been much se- 





yerer than that fought over the cannons. It is over 





at last, and those who pinned their faith to the 
Martini-Henry rifle are victorious. That rifle is 
definitely and decidedly to be adopted, notwith- 
standing the many reports to the contrary started 
by disappointed competitors. That there has been 
a job somewhere is not altogether impossible. For 
even now it is open to doubt whether the Martini- 
Henry is as good a rifle as some of the many excel- 
lent weapons brought to compete against it; but 
whether a little better or a little worse is an unim- 
portant fact compared to its enormous superiority 
over the Snider-Enfield. 

Without doubt some defects can be pointed out in 
the Martini-Henry ; for instance, the percussion ar- 
rangement is imperfect. The hammer or striker 
which ignites the cap is actuated by a short, stiff, 
spiral spring, which is more suited to resist compress- 
ment than to impact a blow. It is immensely 
strong, it is true, and not at all likely to break or 
bend; but it has a very limited range of action, and 
produces pressure rather than sharp impact. The 
stock is not well attached to the body of the barrel, 
which is even a more serious defect than the first 
named ; for from thé mannerin which it is attached, 
if the fastening or attaching screw were to get bent 
it could not be unscrewed or removed for repairs. 
The Westley-Richard rifle, which in the competition 
ran the Martini-Henry very close, is particularly 
good in those qualities where the latter failed. The 
troops generally much preferred the Martini-Henry 
rifle when it and some dozen others were placed in 
their hands on trial; but mechanical engineers gen- 
erally, and civilian gunsmiths decidedly, prefer the 
Westley-Richard. ; 

In any case either rifle is very superior to the 
Snider-Enfield, which had some very serious defects, 
notwithstanding that it was at short ranges a bet- 
ter weapon than the Chassepot. But it was very in- 
accurate at long ranges; this being occasioned by 
the extreme shortness of the bullet, which, instead of 
being three times its diameter in length, was within 
two-thirds of that length. It was impossible to 
lengthen the bullet, on account of the large bore of 
the rifle. If the length had been increased, more 
powder must have been used, and the recoil, already 
great, would have been far too heavy for a rifle of 
9 1-2 pounds. 

The new bayonet is what is termed a saw-sword 
bayonet. The shape is that of a nearly straight 
sword; there is a slight curve out, and a slight 
curve in again, givingit somewhat the appearance of 
those swords of flame with which the destroying 
angel is armed in engravings and paintings. The 
back is saw-edged, so that it can be used for cutting 
wood for fascines or gabions, or in cutting poles for 
tents, etc. It is of the same length as the present 
bayonet, and as the Martini-Henry rifle is three and 
one-half inches shorter, the new arm is shorter by 
that length, and consequently of less value as @ 
pike. In recommending its adoption the committee 
stated that the advantage of a lighter, better bal- 
anced, and easier handled arm more than compen- 
sates for the slight loss of its usefulness for charging 
—as they considered the bayonet would be less used 
in future than it had been even of late, and that has 
been next to not at all. 

Sniders are being issued to the volunteers and to 
the militia, and large numbers have been sent out 
to India, where over twenty European regiments 
still retained the muzzle-loading rifle at the end of 
the past year. Although the adoption of the Mar- 
tini-Henry has been decided upon in theory, it can- 
not take place in fact for a long time; not until the 
machiuery at Enfield has been altered to suit the 
manufacture of the new weapon, and not until the 
manufacture has been accomplished. Probably the 
troops will retain their present arms for at least 
twelve months longer. G. B. 


A TELEGRAM dated May 3 from San Francisco says: 
“ At eleven o'clock to-day two Government military 
storehouses on Goat Island took fire from a spark from 
the hospital chimney and were burned to the ground. 
The wharf was badly damaged. Theloss is over $50, 
000.” f 
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In accordance with General Orders, headquarters De- 
partment of the East, April 26, official communications 
between department headquarters and the post of Gov- 
ernor’s Island will hereafter be sent through the super- 
intendent of the General Recruiting Service in New 
York. 


By orders from headquarters Department of Ualifornia, 
San Francisco, April 19, 1871, with the approval of the 
general commanding the Military Division of the Pacific, 
the camp recently established at Tule Indian Farm, 
Tulare county, California, will hereafter be known as 
“ Camp Tulare.” 





In accordance with the provisions of General Orders 
No. 17, current series, headquarters of the Army, Adju- 
tant-General’s office, and Special Orders headquarters De- 
partment of Missouri, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, April 
24, 1871, Battery K, First Artillery, and Battery B, 
Fourth Artillery, with guns, horses, and equipment com- 
plete, were ordered to be sent as soon as practicable after 
April 28 from Fort Riley, Kansas, to the headquarters of 
their respective regiments (Battery K, First Artillery, to 
Fort Hamilton, New York harbor, and Battery B, Fourth 
Artillery, to Fort McHenry, Maryland). The batteries 
will be transferred to their destinations by rail via the 
most direct and economical routes, and the best possible 
arrangements will be made with the railroad companies 
transporting them for permitting the horses belonging 
to the batteries to be taken off the cars and rested from 
four to six hours at least twice during the journey. 





A TELEGRAM from St. Louis, April 27, says: Colonel 
Taylor, paymaster United States Army, returned to 
Fort Leavenworth on Tuesday, April 25, from Fort Sill, 
where he paid the troops at Forts Larned, Dodge, and 
Sill, Camp Supply, and the Cheyenne Agency. He re- 
ports that there are about 3,000 Indians at the Cheyenne 
Agency, mostly Arrapahoes and Cheyennes. The former 
tribe is very well disposed, but among {the latter there 
seems to be a feeling of discontent, probably growing out 
of the appearance of surveying parties in the interest of 
railroad corporations. These Indians are very much op- 
posed to the extension of railroads through their country. 
Ten chiefs, representing the principal tribes, have been 
invited to Washington, and it is likely that the railroad 
question will be discussed. Little Raven will go on be- 
half of the Arrapahoes, and Little Robe or Wild Horse 
will represent the Cheyennes. Should the chiefs refuse 
to attend the proposed conference in Washington, 
trouble is to be feared thissummer. The Sixth Cav- 
alry is moving from Fort Sill to Fort Harker, and will 
probably reach there about the middle of May. Two 
companies of the Tenth Cavalry are on the Red River. 
Company H, Sixth Infantry, is still at the Cheyenne 


Agency. 


THE following General Order was issued from the 
headquarters Department of the Lakes, Detroit, Michi- 
gan, April 25, 1871: 

General Orders No. 8.—I. Before a General Court-mar- 
tial which convened at Detroit, Michigan, April 20, 1871, 
pursuant to Special Orders No. 32, April 12, 1871, from 
these headquarters, and of which Major H.C. Pratt, 
paymaster U. 8S. Army, is president, was arraigned and 
tried: 

Captain Fergus Walker, First Inf: . 

Charge —Conduct eubenmnine an offloce and a gentleman. 

Specification—In this, that Captain Fergus Walker, First Infan- 
try, did assault First Lieutenant Thomas Sharp, First Infantry, 
and did say to him, “ You damned bugger, you’ve insulted me, and 
you have ray apologize, or I'll horsewhip you,” or words to that 
effect; and did then and there strike the said First Lieutenant 
Thomas Sharp, First Infantry, several times with » whip or raw- 
hide, and did enter into a disgraceful rough and tumble fight; and 
did continue to fight and strike with a wh'p or rawhide the said 
First Lieutenxnt Thomas Sharp, First Infantry, until forcibly sep- 
arated from him and orde in arrest by nd Lieutenant 
Charles A. Booth, First Infantry. This in the presence of ladies, 
officers of the Army, and citizens, at Fort Wayne, Michigan, on or 
about the 8th day of April, 1871. 

Plea—To the specification, “Guilty, except the words ‘ You 
damned bugger,’ and ‘and did enter into a ful rough and 
tumble fight.’” To the charge, “ Not guilty.” 
Findings—Of the specification, “Guilty, with the exception of 
isgraceful.’” Of the sheep, “Not guilty, but guilty 
of conduct to the prejudice of good fet and military disci ie.” 

Sentence—And the co does therefo-e sentence hi tain 
Fergus Walker, First Infantry, ‘Tobe Or- 
ders by his department commander; to be suspen rank 
and command for ho posted of twelve months, and confined to the 
limits of his post for same period, and to forteit to the United 
States one-half of his monthly pay per month for that period.” 

In the case of Captain Fergus Walker, First Infantry, 
the proceedings are approved; the sentence will be car- 
ried into execution. It is made the duty of the depart- 
ment commander to express his judgment that the record 
and findings of the court show that Captain Walker, not 
content with even a harsh exercise of the authority and 
powers of his far superior rank, finding himself stung by 
Lieutenant Sharp’s legal and orderly exercise of his rights, 
deliberately resolved to inflict, as he thought, an indeli- 
ble injury and disgrace upon his unwarned victim. At the 
headquarters of a proud regiment, in -the very midst of 
an Army garrison, where law, order, and the most ge n- 





— Gas 





tlemanly courtesies are not only privileges but cherished 
claims, he made this violent attack upon the person of a 
young officer, his immediate subordinate. But Lieuten- 
ant Sharp may be assured that his unfortunate subjec- 
tion to this rude assault, with his vigorous defence and 
retaliation, has inflicted on him no degradation; it has 
not touched his honor. 

II. The General Court-martial of which Major H. C. 
Pratt, paymaster U.S. Army, is president, is dissolved. 

By command of Brigadier-General Cooke. 

L. H. Pe.ouzs, Assistant Adjutant-General. 





In commenting upon the proceedings of the court-mar- 
tial which acquitted Private Arthur McGoldrick, Troop 
H, First Cavalry, of the charge of assault upon an Indian 
named Pony with intent to kill, General Canby has some 
sensible observations, which we commend to the atten- 
tion of such officers as may be still influenced by the old- 
time notion that none but white men have any rights 


that they are bound to respect : 


In the trial of this case an Indian presented by the judge-advo- 
cate as a witness for the p tion was objected to on the ground 
“ that the Indian having no knowledge of the nature and sanctity 
of any form of oath, a is not answerable to law for an 
act of perjury, and is therefore deemed an incompetent witness.” 
The objection was sustained by the court. The action taken is so 
indefinitely stated that it cannot be ascertained from the record 
whether the objection was of general application to the Indian as a 
race or class, or was specially applied to the particular Indian be- 
fore the court. If the former, the question of competency and con- 

uent accountability for perjury is er settled by laws over 
which the court has no jurisliction. If the latter, the question of 
individual incompetency should have been determined by the same 
rules that determine the competency or incompetency of any other 
class of witnesses, and the facts evidence) that determine it should 
have appeared upon the record of the court. The proceedings upon 
this point are disapproved, and the findings, which, so far as any- 
thing appears from the record, may have resulted from the exclusiun 
of legal testimony, must of necessity be alsodisapproved. Aside 
from this, the findings may properly be excepted to as inconsistent 
with the evidence that is of record, none of which affords a legal 
justification for the conduct of the prisoner, but, on the contrary, 
exhibits a cool and deliberate disregard of law and of discipline. 
The conduct of Sergeant Hubbard, in remaining an indifferent spec 
tator from the time that the prisoner l aded his carbine until the 
collision in which it was discharged took place, and in not exercis- 
ing his authority to prevent disorder and a breach of discipline, 
cannot be tao severely reprehended, and it is to be tted that 
he was not put upon his trial for neglect of duty. e prisoner 
will be released from arrest, and no further proceedings upon this 
particular charge will be taken. It is considered per at this 
time to invite attention to the laws enacted for the purpose of 
a “trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to 
preserve the peace of the frontier,” as especially pertinent, and be- 
cause some of their most important provisions appear to have been 
overlooked in the conduct of this case. The specific act charged 
inst the prisoner is made a crime by these laws, and severe pen- 
ties are attached to its commission, and the crime is of  graver 
character when committed by a soldier than by a citizen, for the 
reason that the Army has been made, under the direction of the 
President, an important agent in their execution; and violations 
of the law by soldiers are not only crimes under the statute, but 
breaches of discipline and of trust. The commanding general 
as had some difficulty in determining the proper disposition to be 
made of this case, not on account of its intrinsic merits, but because 
the principle involved in the decision of the court secures impunity 
for any crime, if the perpetrator so choose his opportunity tht 
only Indians are witnesses. In this respect the ruling of the court 
is a practical nullification of the law, and of the policy of the Gov- 
ernment in its treatment of the Indians, and cannot by approval 
be allowed to become a precedent. The General Court-martial of 
pmo ae David Perry, First Cavalry, is president, is hereby 
issolved. 








THE ceremonies of graduation for the class of 1871, at 
the Artillery School U. 8S. Army, Fort Monroe, Thursday 
evening, April 27, 1871, consisted of an overture by the 
band of the Artillery School ; an essay, “ Coups-de-main 
and Surprises in the operations of War,” by First Lieu- 
tenant J. C. Breckinridge, Second Artillery, brevet major 
U.S. Army; music by the band; an essay, “ The Cam- 
paign of Vicksburg,” by First Lieutenant J. W. Mac- 
Murray, First Artillery, brevet major U. 8. Army; mu- 
sic by the band; and finally the distribution of diplomas 
by the commandant of the school, Colonel W. F. Barry, 
Second Artillery, brevet major-general U. 8. Army, cles- 
ing with music by the band. Previous to the graduating 
exercises there was a display of fireworks on the parade 
ground. The rockets were made by the graduating 
class, each one having the name of the maker attached. 
The following remarks were addressed by General 
Barry to the graduating class : 


OrFicers OF THE CLass oF 1871: Having performed the very 
pleasant duty of delivering to you tlie certificates which have been 
awarded by the staff on the successful completion of your course of 
instruction at the Artillery School, 1 avail myself of the occasion to 
offer you, as I do very heartily, = personal congratulations. With 
your departure from the school, the third year of its existence is 
successfully ended. Nearly sixty lieutenants, or about one-third 
of the whole number of that grade now attached to the five regi 
ments, have enjoyed the advantages which are offered here. To 
what extent the artillery has been benefited, the future must de- 
monstrate. I think, however, that the three years mF =x have 
been faithfully spent by the instructors as well as by the in- 
structed, and that all concerned may enjoy the honest satisfaction 
that, as far as in them lay, the Artillery School has not been estab- 
in vain. 
The scholastic year which is just closing has been to you one of 
hard study and of close attention to routine military duties; it has 
also necessarily been one of deprivation of much of that leisure 
and of those opportunities for recreation and amusement are 
the usual concomitants of army life in time of peace. 
As you now pause and Icok back over the year and its incidents, 
I sincerely hope that its trials, its discomforts, and its restraints will 
be forgotten, ur at least that they will be considered as mea: s ne- 
cessary to the end, and that they will all be merged in the satisfy- 
ing reflection that as officers of artillery your stock of professional 
knowledge has been greatly increased, and your military ideas and 
capacity sensibly e , and that you will return to your —_ 
ments in all respects better fitted to perform any duty that may 
required of you. This must na’ y be a source of pride and sat- 
istaction to each of you. I am quite sure that your instructors and 
the staff will share this sentiment with you, and that they will, 
moreover, be themselves gratified that own labors in your be- 
pan beve not been thrown eoey. 
your commanding officer, it affords me high gratification to 
I now do thus publicly and in all A Am and truth— 
in the various studies, for prompt and regular 
willing spirit 





generally, tho clam of 1871 has every eason for pride and satisfac- 


May 6, 1871, 


Now, however, that your course here is closed, and you have 
aside the books which pean arenes your time, not, Tie 
seech you, permit yourselves to feel that professional books are of 
no further use, or that thought and study of professional topics 
may hereafter be safely neglected. You cannot do this with impy. 
=. The world is moving; the current of knowledge, of disco 

and of improvement in the military art, as well as in all others, 
flows steadily and strongly onward. We must go with it, or the 
refluent eddy will leave us stranded upon the bank, there to decay 
and be forgotten. 

In artillery, and the sciences upon which it is based, there ig 
almost daily something new occurring ; there is always daily some. 
thing new to learn. The appliances and resources of attack and 
defence, the relative strength of ships and forts, the guns, the car. 
riages. the projectiles, and even the explosive agent itself, are al] 
unsettled, ever, ever varying problems 

If you would be cultivated officers of artillery, your reading, your 
research, your study must still be of these matters. 

I know full well that this knowledge is often pursued under diff- 
culties, as the military service is with us; that obstacles are to be 
encountered, and disappointments endured. 

Duty at one-company posts, or as infantry in southern Swamps 
or western plains, is sadly disheartening, and is anything but con. 
ducive to the professional improvement of the artillery student, 
But impediments are never insurmountable to him who is resolved 
to advance and to improve. ‘ 

I trust, gentlemen, you will receive these few words of advice in 

hh‘ spirit, and as an earnest of the interest that is felt in you, 

and that will coatinue to be feit ‘ou; and that when you take 

leave of us and go back to your regiments the class of 1871 will add 

, its voice and its example to those of the classes of 1870 and of 1889 

in testifying, in such manner as cannot be mistaken or misunder- 

ro the advantages resulting from a year at the Artillery 
ool. 

Wishing you every success in the future which lies before you, I 
now bid you farewell. 


Diplomas were distributed to the following members 
of the graduating class: First Lieutenant J. C. Breckin- 
ridge, Second Artillery, brevet major; First Lieutenant 
J. W. McMurray, First Artillery, brevet major; Second 
Lieutenant C. W. Hobbs, Third Artillery, brevet captain; 
Second Lieutenant S. W. Taylor, Fourth Artillery; See 
ond Lieutenant W. P. Van Ness, First Artillery ; Sec- 
ond Lieutenant William Stanton, Second Artillery; Sec- 
ond Lieutenant George E. Sage, Fifth Artillery; Second 
Lieutenant J. Estercourt Sawyer, Fifth Artillery; First 
Lieutenant J. R. Kelly, Third Artillery, brevet major} 
Second Lieutenant Nathaniel Wolfe, Second Artillery, 
First Lieutenant W. F. Stewart, Fourth Artillery ; First 
Lieutenant G. V. Weir, Fifth Artillery, brevet captain; 
Second Lieutenant R. H. Patterson, First Artillery. Of 
the class of non-commissioned officers and privates, three 
members who stood first on the list were awarded prizes: 
1. Corporal F. J. Von Rutkowski, a mahogany writing- 
desk. 2. Private B. F. Stocking, a copy of Byron. 3. 
Corporal J. Kahn, a copy of Shakespeare. 








ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Issued from the Adjutant-General’s Office for the week ending 
May 1, 1871. 
Tuesday, April 25. 

CoLONEL Thomas G. Pitcher, First Infantry, will be 
relieved from duty as Superintendent of the Military 
Academy, West Point, New York, to take effect Septem- 
ber 1, 1871. 

Colonel Thomas H. Ruger, Eighteenth Infantry, is 
hereby appointed Superintendent of the Military Acad- 
emy, West Point, New York, to take effect September 1, 
1871, and will repair to West Point and enter upon his 
duties on that date, relieving Colonel Thomas G. Pitcher, 
First Infantry. 

At their own requests, the following-named hospital 
stewards, now on duty in the Surgeon-General’s office, 
will be honorably discharged the service of the United 
States, to date May 1, 1871: S. W. Caldwell, B. F. Wil- 
liams. 

Leave of absence for thirty days, to take effect upon 
being relieved from duty at the Artillery School, is here- 
by granted Second Lieutenant J. M. Califf, Third Artil- 
lery. 

‘i Thursday, April 27. 

By direction of the President, under the act of Con- 
gress approved April 4, 1871, Lieutenant-Colonels Hora- 
tio G. Wright and John G. Foster, Corps of Engineers, 
are hereby appointed members of the commission to ex- 
amine and report upon the Sutro tunnel in the State of 
Nevada, and will hold themselves in readiness to proceed 
to the duties of the commission on receipt of further in- 
structions from the Secretary of War. 

On the recommendation of the Chief of Engineers, the 
following changes in the stations and duties of officers of 
the Corps of Engineers are hereby made: Lieutenant- 
Colonel George Thom will, in addition to his present du- 
ties, relieve Lieutenant-Colonel John G. Foster of the 
charge of all works of river and harbor improvements 
and surveys now in his hands. Lieutenant Colonel 
James C. Duane will, in addition to his present duties, 
relieve Lieutenant-Colonel John G. Foster of all works 
of fortifications now in his hands. Captain William RB. 
King will, in addition to his present duties, act as secre 
tary to the Sutro tunnel commission, appointed under the 
act approved April 4, 1871. First Lieutenant James B 
Quinn is relieved from duty under the immediate com- 
mand of Colonel H. W. Benham, and will report for duty 
to Lieutenant-Colonel George Thom, retaining his sta 
tion at Boston, Massachusetts. . 

The extension of leave of absence granted Captain H. 
G. Thomas, Twentieth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 
133, April 3, 1871, from this office, is hereby further 
extended ninety days, with permission to go beyond the 
sea. 
Captain Alexander 8. Clarke, Fifth Cavalry, is hereby 
relieved from duty at the U. S. Military Academy, West 
Point, New York, to take effect July 1, 1871, and is 
granted permission to delay joining his proper company 
until October 1, 1571. : 
Captain Robert H. Hall, Tenth Infantry, will report 
for duty to the Superintendent of the U.S. Military 
Academy, West Point, New York, on the ist of July, 
1871. He will be relieved from his present duties in time 





to enable him tu comply with this order. 
Hospital Steward Sesuph F. Thompson will, upon the 
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receipt of this order at the post where he may be serv- 
ing, be dishonorably discharged the service of the United 
States for forwarding money to purchase counterfeit 
United States currency, in response to the solicitations 
of a pretended agent for the sale of the same. 

The following named hospital stewards, now on duty 
in the Surgeon-General’s office, will be honorably dis- 
charged the service of the United States, to date May 1, 
1871, their services being no longer required : Joseph M. 
Carleton, B. F. Hallowell. 

The extension of Jeave of absence granted Lieutenant- 
Colonel George A. Custer, Seventh Cavalry, in Special 
Orders No. 137, April 5, 1871, from this office, is hereby 
still further extended thirty days. 

On heing relieved from duty at the Artillery School, 
leave of absence for thirty days is hereby granted Second 
Lieutenant Charles W. Hobbs, Third Artillery. 

Leave of absence for six months is hereby granted 
First Lieutenant Frank W. Hess, Third Artillery. 

Friday, April 28. 

Major William D. Whipple, assistant adjutant-general, 
will proceed to Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, on busi- 
ness connected with the recruiting service; having fin- 
ished which, he will return to Washington. 

Major John Hamilton, First Artillery, will proceed to 
New York city by the usual route and report to the com- 
manding general of the department for assignment to 
duty. 

Saturday, April 29. 

On the recommendation of the regimental and depart- 
ment commanders, the following transfers in the Fifth 
Artillery, to take effect October 1, 1871, are hereby an- 
nounced: First Lieutenant Paul Roemer, Battery F to 
Company H; First Lieutenant Samuel M. Mills, Jr., 
from Company H to Battery F. 

Leave of absence for three months is hereby granted 
First Lieutenant Hiram H. Ketchum, Twenty-second In- 
fantry. 

[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s office on Monday, May 1, 1871.] 


ARMY PERSONAL, 











LEAVE of absence for fifteen days was granted Second 


Lieutenant G. N. Whistler, Fifth Artillery, April 27. 


LEAVE of absence for twenty days was granted Second 


Lieutenant J. S. McEwan, Fourth Artillery, April 25. 


GENERALS Sheridan and Forsyth are passengers on 
the steamship Russia, which sailed on April 29 from 
Liverpool for New York. 


Masor John Hamilton, First Artillery, will accom- 


pany Battery K of that regiment to Fort Hamilton, 
where he will report to the regimental commander. 


LEAVE of absence for sixty days, with permission to 
apply to the Adjutant-General U. S. Army for an exten- 


sion of four months, was granted Captain Camillo C. C. 
Carr, First Cavalry, April 10. 


SECOND Lieutenant David A. Lyle, Second Artillery, 
was ordered April 11 to repair to San Francisco, upon 
the arrival at Sitka of an officer of his company to re- 
lieve him, and report for duty with Lieutenant Wheel- 


er’s expedition. 


Masor George Gibson, Fifth Infantry, was relieved 
from duty at Fort Hays, Kansas, April 24, and will re- 
portin person to the commanding general of the De- 
partment of the Missouri for duty as acting assistant 


inspector-general at headquarters, 
Major George W. Schofield, Tenth Cavalry, was re- 


lieved March 31 from duty as acting assistant inspector- 
general of the Department of the Missouri, and will at 
the expiration of the leave granted him, proceed to 
Camp Supply, I. T., and. report for duty with his regi- 


ment. 


First Lieutenant Thomas Sharp, First Infantry, was 
relieved April 28 from duty with Company I, First In- 
fantry, at Fort Wayne, Michigan, and ordered to proceed 
without delay to Fort Mackinac, Michigan, and report 


to the commanding officer of that post for duty with his 
company (F’, First Infantry). 


LEAVE of absence for thirty days, to take effect on 


May 10, 1871, to Assistant Surgeon J. H. Kinsman, U. 


8. Army ; and the leave of absence for seven days granted 


Second Lieutenant Loyall Farragut, Fifth Artillery, in 


orders No. 200, headquarters Fort Preble, Maine, April 


24, was extended twenty days. 


THE captain of Company I, Third Cavalry, instead of 
one of the lieutenants of that company, as contemplated 
in paragraph 3, Special Orders No. 59, current series, 
from headquarters Military Division of the Pacific, 
will remain with the detachment at Camp Halleck se- 


lected as escort to Lieutenant Wheeler’s expedition. 
First Lieutenant Asher C. Taylor, Second Artillery 


having reported at the headquarters Military Division of 
the Pacific, in compliance with Special Orders No 39, 
headquarters Second Artillery, April 10, 1871, was or- 


dered April 11 to proceed without delay to Portland 


Oregon, and report to the commanding officer Depart- 


mont of the Columbia for further orders. 


_ SurexEon B. J. D. Irwin, U. S. Army, having reported 
in person at headquarters Department of the Missouri, 
in compliance with War Department orders, was ordered 
April 27 to proceed without delay to Fort Riley, Kansas, 
and report to the commanding officer of that post for 

Hospital Steward Charles Goettinger, U. S. 
Army, was ordered on the same date from Fort Lyon, C. 


duty. 


T., to Fort Smith, Arkansas. 


_ SURGEON Madison Mills, U. 8. Army, having reported 
in person at the headquarters Department of the East in 
complience with War Department orders, was ordered 
April 26 to Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, as post 
surgeon, relieving Assistatt Surgeon G. M. Sternberg, U. 
8. Army, who will proceed to Fort Hamilton, New York 
es and report to the commanding officer thereof 


duty. 


A TELEGRAM from Yankton, which we published last 


week, said : “Wm. Reynolds, of Indiana, an employee, was 
wounded, but is recovering. Captain Anderson, of St 
Paul, was accidentally shot through the heart by a com. 
rade, at Fort Buford, April 2.” We are glad to learn 
that this statement was but partially true. William 
Reynolds, an employee of Captain Anderson, was acci- 
dentally shot by a comrade, but Captain Anderson him- 
aelf was not injured. 


THOUGH we have not yet received the official order, 
we learn that General Crook is to relieve General Stone- 
man in command of the Department of Arizona, which 
is just now the scene of unusually active demonstrations 
on the part of the Indians. General Stoneman is pre- 
vented by physical infirmity from taking violent exer- 
cise, and especially from riding horseback, and has been 
forced to submit to several severe surgical operations, 
which have failed to relieve him. 


THE following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East for the week ending May 2, 
1871 : Second Lieutenant Loyall Farragut, Fifth Artil- 
lery; First Lieutenant W. J. Volkmar, Fifth Cavalry ; 
First Lieutenant John Leonard, U. 8S. Army; Captain 
James Rendlevrock, Fourth Cavalry; Second Lieutenant 
George P. Borden, Fifth Infantry ; Captain W. H. Mer- 
rell, U.S. Army; Lieutenant-Colonel H. W. Wessells, 
U.S. Army ; Captain Charles M. Pyne, U.S. Army. 


CoLONEL Gordon Granger, Fifteenth Infantry, having 
reported for duty in accordance with War Department 
orders, will, in accordance with orders from headquarters 
Department of the Missouri, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
April 20, 1871, proceeed without delay to Santa Fé, and 
relieve Colonel John I. Gregg, Eighth Cavalry, of the 
command of the District of New Mexico. The headquar- 
ters of the Fifteenth Infantry are transferred to Santa 
Fé. Colonel Gregg, on being relieved by Colonel Gran- 
ger, will resume command of Fort Union, N. M. 


In General Orders, headquarters District of New Mexi- 
co, Santa Fé, New Mexico, April 20, 1871, Colonel Gregg 





says: “It is with regret that the district commander 
announces the death of Second Lieutenant James B. 
Mackall, Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, of consump- 
tion, in this city, on the 18th instant. Lieutenant Mac- 
kall was born in Ohio. He graduated at the Military 
Academy at West Point with distinguished honor in 
1868, and was ordered to this Territory for duty in 1869, 
with a view to benefit his health. His conduct was such 
as to command the respect of all, and endear him to many, 
as was fully evidenced bythe sympathy manifested by 
his associates when his critical condition became known. 
fhe usual badge of mourning will be worn by the officers 
serving in this district.” 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
Tue following is alist of the changes of stations of troops re- 
ported at the War Department since last report: 
Company B, First Cavalry, from Camp Warner, Oregon, to Fort 
Klamath, Oregon, April 8. Ordered. 
Company F, First Cavalry, from Camp Harney, Oregon, to Camp 
Warner, Oregon, April 8. Ordered. 
No change in headquarters or companies of artillery or infantry 
reported to this office since April 25. 








PaxMasTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, WASHINGTON, May 2, 1871. 
Circular No. 77. 

War Department, General Orders No. 37, current series, fixing 
the monthly allowance of clothing of enlisted men for each month 
of their enlistment, supersedes Circular Nu. 74, October 4, 1870, 
from this office. 

From and after April 1, ultimo, the monthly commutation value 
of clothing for superintendents of national cemeteries, hospital 
stewards in Washington. sergeants, corporals, and privates of the 
Signal Corps, and for enlisted men on duty in the several bureaus 
of the War Department, will be that stated for the month of the 
enlistment year in which they may at the time be serving, accord- 
ing to the table of money allowance in General Orders No. 37, cur- 
rent series. B. W. Brice, Paymaster-General U. 8. Army. 


THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Journat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


THE United States steam frigate Franklin, flag-ship of 
the European fleet, has arrived in the Tagus. 


THE United States steamer Kansas arrived at Key 
West April 28, from the Tehuantepec exploring expedi- 
tion. 

THE steamer Constitution, from Panama at San Fran- 
cisco, reports haying lett at Acapulco the United States 
steamer Mohican. 


CapTaIn Shufeldt, commanding the Tehuantepec 
surveying expedition, will sail, according to advices re- 
ceived at the Navy Department, from Minatitlan this 
week, and is expected here about the 25th of May in 
the Mayflower. 


»| Ceci C. NEI, a gunner in the U.S. Navy, was fatal- 
ly injured on the 1st of May by a blow on the head with 
an ice-pitcher. He was struck by Celeste Carhart, the 
keeper of a Brooklyn house of ill-fame, and who lately 
+| served two years in the State prison for manslaughter. 
First Assistant Engineer R. H. Thurston, U.S. Navy, 
has been offered the chair of mechanical engineering at 
the Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, New Jer- 
sey, and is expected to accept that professorship. Mr. 
Thurston is the son of Robert L. Thurston of Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island—one of the oldest mechanical en- 
gineers and steam-engine builders now living—and is a 
graduate of Brown University, class of 1859. He entered 
the Corps of Naval Engineers in 1861, and served through 
the war as either assistant engineer or engineer-in-charge 
on several of our men-of-war. At the close of the war 
he was detailed as acting assistant professor of natural 
philosophy at the Naval Academy, where he has since re- 
mained. 
Tue Heralds correspondent with the Darien expe- 
dition reports that the survey of the Darien canal route 
from Cupica bay to the Atrato, via Napipi river, is com- 
plete. 

















“The United States steamer Resaca has returned 





ty from Boca Paya. Commander Selfridge thinks ‘his 
discovery successful for the Purpose intended. The dis- 
tance from Cupica bay to Atrato, 

the Napipi river, is sixty-nine and abalf miles; on a 
straight line only twenty miles from the Atrato. Some 
of the party proceeded to Vegia village, ten miles further 
up, for provisions. The Napipi river flows through a 
mountainous country for about thirteen miles from the 
foot of the divide, and is supplied from the Doguado 
river as a tributary. Itis proposed to make thirteen 
locks from the Doguado, eighteen miles from the Atrato, 
to the divide, then to tunnel through and descend to 
the Pacific by ninelocks. The survey occupied aaoe A 
seven days. No intelligence has been received from the 
explorers up the Cue. It is certain they have met 
the party following the Paroncheta river from the Atra- 
to. The elevation in that direction is likely to exceed 
that previously announced, in regarding the route via 
Tuyra as impracticable. The party will return as they 
came. Those on this side intend drawing a line frum 
the head waters of the Cue. Great hardships Lave been 
experienced by the party moving along that river. 
Two-thirds of the men are down with the fever. Over 
twenty seamen and macheteros are under medical treat 
ment at Boca Paya. Only four men and an officer were 
able to advance to the divide. The entire party will re- 
turn to the Resaca in a fortnight. It is still hoped that 
the route via Tuyra will prove successful.” 


REAR-ADMIRAL Selfridge, Naval Constructor John 


Lenthall, and Chief Engineer W. W. Wood, constitut- 


ing a board appointed by the Secretary of the Navy to 
examine and report upon the condition of the U. 8. 
steamer Tennessee on her late trip to San Domingo, have 
submitted their report as follows: 
Navy-Yarp, New York, April 24, 1871. 
Hon. George M. Robeson, Secretary of the [Navy. 

Sir: In obedience to yonr instructions of the 19th inst. to re- 

rt upon the condition of the United States ship Tennessee on her 
ate trip to San Domingo, the Board have the honor to submit the 
following as the result of its investigation in the case : 
First. The materials of which the Tennessee was constructed 
are of the very best quality. The frame being of live oak makes 
her superior to all vessels of her class except one, the Florida, 
which is identical with the Yennessee. A thorough examination 
has proved conclusively that great pains were taken to give’ the 
greatest possible strength to every part of this vessel. A compari- 
son of her displacement with the internal capacity indicates that as 
regards safety no more suitable vessel of the Navy in this res: 
could have been selected for the service in which was enguged, 
and none that would have afforded the same space for comfort, 
without trenching upon the quarters of the officers and crew, a 
uality which has become m i by the addition of a spar 
eck 


Secondly. The surface of the principal sails was ‘augmented 
nearly one-thid, it re been originally too small fur a full- 
powered sailing vessel. ‘This increase has added much to her effi- 
ciency under canvas, and given her the power to act with safety in- 
dependent of her engines in all matters; facts which are sustained 
by the reports of her a officer. 

Thirdly. Her equipment in departments was full and com- 
plete tor all purposes. She was furnished with eleven boats (the 
number allowed to a first-rate), the capacities of which are equal 
to those designed for naval uses. 

Fourthly. The complement of officers and men supplied was suf- 
ficient to work and fight the ship efficiently. 

Fifthly. She was turnisbed with all the appliances necessary to 
extinguish fires. As a full means for this purpose, she had eight 
Sewel:’s steam pumps, arranged tor attaching hose, to operate by 
hand when not under steam ; and in the after fire-room six hose at- 
tachments on the main feed supply pipes, which take water from 
the large engine force pumps, making seventeen hose u«ttachments 
for use in case of fire in the engi mf 5 t. In adaition, 
there were on the spar deck four force lifting pumps, two hav- 
ing attachments on the main as well as on the upper deck. On 
the main deck two force and lifting pumps, and on the berth deck 
one large force and lifting “— tted to deliver water on three 
decks, being seven force ani ting-pumps and fourteen attach- 
ments. In all, for the supply of water to extinguish fires, she 
had thirty-one delivering nozzles, with eleven hundred and fifty 
feet of hose. free the bilges she six bilge pumps, besides 
those worked by steam. The crew were stationed in a proper “ fire- 
bill,” and were frequently exercised. 

Sixthly. From all the sources available the Board is assured that 
the Zennessee evinced no si of unseaworthiness. She proved to 
be as staunch and seaworthy a vessel as ever floated, a most excel- 
lent sea boat, equal to any emergency, and was in all respects a 

rfectly safe vessel for the duty assigned her. Moreover, she was 

tter adapted for the service in which she was engaged than any 
other vessel in the Navy. 

Lastly. She had ange accommodations for the Commission and 
all accompanying it. one suffered for want of comfort or atten- 
tion, and all had confidence in = vessel and her commander. 

We remain, sir, very respectsully, your obedient servan 
Tuos. O. SELFRIDGE, Rear-Admiral and President. 
Joun LenTHALL, Naval Constructor. 
W. W. Woop, Chief Engineer. 


Tue German gunboat Meteor, which arrived at New 
York on Friday evening, April 28, and now lies at anchor 
in the stream off the Battery, is to leave for Europe on 
Monday next. She is about the size of a North River 
barge, and in her lines and outline resembles one of the 
Army gunboats fitted out from “river screws” for the 
Burnside expedition. Her engines, however, are real 
“ marines,” made by Penn of Greenwich, looking like 
models of machines for more pretentious craft. She 
looks like a real man-of-war ; order, cleanliness and sys- 
tem prevail, indicative of discipline; and her crew of 
fifty-seven stalwart sailors make as fine appearance as 
could be seen anywhere. She is armed with three Wah- 
zendorf breech-loading cast-iron rifle guns—one sixty- 
eight pounder pivot —a one thirty-two pounder 
en pivot astern, and one of same calibre on a truck 
or broadside carriage forward. We expected to havea look 
at Krupp guns,but were disappointed. Considerable inter- 
est attaches to this boat in consequence of her fight with the 
French vessel Le Bouvet, outside the port of Havana, some 
months ago. From a daily paper we extract the following 
account of the Meteor’s victory over Le Bouvet, the latter 
vessel being nearly double the tonnage of the Meteor. The. 
meeting of the two boats at Havana was entirely acci- 
dental,and the fight was not, as was generally stated, a pre- 
concerted duel between the two, nor was there any 
challenge given by the captain of either vessel. The 
Meteor entered the port of Havana on the ing of 
the 7th of November, and three hours later the Bouvet 
arrived. The Meteor early in the forenoon of the day 
aboved named left the port and steamed out a few miles 
to sea; but as the twenty-four-hour rule isin force in 
Cuban waters, the Bouvet could not follow without giving 
the lage! noting, on thes eee ee ee The 
vessel in due time left the port, and twenty-four 
hours afterward the Meteor followed, coming up with 
Le Bouvet about twelve miles out at sea. The first effort 








to Chipagana, Colmbia, to await the arrival of the par- 


of the French captain was te run down the Me(or ; but 
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in this he failed, and then both vessels coming broad- 
side, the Germans sent some eight or nine seventy-two 
d shells into the Bouvet, the result being that the 
; 8 engine was smashed, while the men in the en- 
gine room were fearfully scalded. This ended the fight ; 
the French vessel immediately heading for safe waters, 
which were only a few miles distant, the Spanish law 
orem neutrality in waters six miles from shore. 
During the Bowvet's attempt to run down the German 
vessel the rigging of the latter was almost completely torn 
— so that she was unable to follow fast enough to 
catch the enemy. Both vessels then again entered the 
port for repairs. 

On the morning of May 1, a solemn funeral service 
was held on board the Austrian frigate Novara, anchor- 
ed off the Battery, New York, in honor of the memory of 
Vice-Admiral William de Tegethoff, the late commander 
of the Austrian navy. The ceremony was held in con- 
sequence of the following order from the Emperor of 
Austria: 

“To my great ef the commander of my navy, Vice- 
Admiral Tegethoff, has been called away in the flower of 
his life, so rich in deeds. I have lost in the deceased a 
faithful and devoted servant, the State one of its most 
distinguished men, and the navy a hero who led it to 
victory and glory. His name will remain forever associa- 
ted with the most brilliant movements of its activity, 
and his deeds belong to the most glorious pages of the 
military history. The navy will with me keep their de- 
ceased commander in grateful recollection, and will hon- 
or his memory. I order that my navy celebrate on all 
ships of war in commission, and in naval stations, a 
solemn funeral service, and that the flags of all ships of 
war in commission be covered with crape for a fortnight. 


FRANCIS JOSEPH. 
“ MERAN, April 7, 1871.” 


THe U.S. steamer Ticonderoga, Commander Badger, 
from New York, arrived at Boston on the evening of the 
2d of May. Her officers report that when off Cape Cod, 
about 4:30 A. M., on the Ist of May, the steamer run into 
and sunk the schooner Adah A. Andrews (belonging to 
Providence, R. L.), loaded with coal and iron, and bound 
from Philadelphia for Boston. A thick fog was prevail- 
ing at the time, and the Ticonderoga was steaming 
along slowly, blowing her whistle, when her regular 
watch at the bow discovered the schooner lying direct] 
across the steamer’s bow, and but a short distance ahead. 
He immediately reversed the screw, but the momentum 
ot the vessel carried her forward, and there being no 
wind the schooner was perfectly helpless. The latter 
vessel was struck amidships, crushed in, and sunk very 
soon. The Ziconderoga remained by for about an hour, 
took off the crew and their personal effects, and kept out 
boats and a good watch. When the fog cleared away 
the Ziconderoga tound herself surrounded by a fleet of 
fifty or more vessels which came out from Martha’s Vin- 
yard the night before. At the time of the accident Cap- 
tain Badger was on deck, the other officers were all at 
their posts, and the vessel was steaming only at the rate 
of about two knots an hour. The 7iconderoga has re- 
cently been repaired, has been out from the Charlestown 
Navy-yard about six weeks on a trial trip, and her object 
in returning at the present time was to make some 
change in her screw. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Herald contradicts a state- 
ment of the London Times, that the Alabama was par- 
tially fitted out in the Azores. He says: “That is not 
so, a8 the Portuguese authorities will testify; and she 
was ordered away as soon as it was discovered she was 
taking in her battery and ammunition from an English 
merchant vessel in the roads. They (the Portuguese) 
trained their guns from an old fort in ruins on the Alu- 
bama, and threatened to fire if she did not leave. But 
Semmes got one of his pivot guns mounted, trained it 
on the fort, and the authories were, as it were, compelled 
to allow her tocomplete her armament and equip herself 
from the English merchantman. But not one dollar’s 
worth did she procure from on shore; of that we who 
were there a few days after had ample proof. And her 
battery, crew, and stores were taken on board in the 
face of the protest of the authorities. At that time I 
was an officer on board the United States sloop 7'uscarora, 
and we followed the Alabama from England via Cadiz 
to the Azores. That the great majority of the Portu- 
~~ were anxious for her capture I am certain. Ata 

inner given by the officers of the guards at Lisbon, and 
at which the King and suite, also Captain Craven and 
officers of the Tuscarora, were guests, his Majesty re- 
marked to Surgeon Richard C. Doan ‘that in case we 
fell in with the Alabama he hoped we should not be 
particular to measure a maritime league from the shore 
of any of his possessions to get into neutral waters.’ I 
do not think ‘J. Bull’ can saddle any of that claim 
on our Portuguese friends, as every one who had any 
cause to test their hospitality during the late unpleasant- 
ness can vouch for it. 








INTERNATIONAL BOAT RACE AT HONG KONG. 


WE are permitted to make the {»llowing extract from 
an officer’s letter giving an accoun! of a grand interna- 
tional boat race at Hong Kong, China: 

The Colorado's boys conceived the idea of having a 
boat race on February 22, 1871, ataong themselves, but 
afterward concluded to make an international affair, and 
sent copies of the accompanying programme to the dif- 
ferent ships in harbor, to the Seventy-fifth regiment, and 
Hong Kong rowing club on shore: 


IywrERnaTIONAL ReGatta (ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF WaASH- 
INGTON), FeBruapy 22, 1871. 


The officers and crew of the U. S. frigate Colorado respectf 
invite of all nations to ici in the following three. 


ns 
For all double-banked, dook- built boa 
First prize, #40; cosndauen Oa; an 
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The Colorado’s barge is ruled out of the first and second race. 
No entrance fee. 


None of the English ships responded except the Ri- 
opposed to boat-racing except among themselves; and 
don’t know but what he is right, for this having boats’ 
crews in training all the time tends to break up regu- 
larity and system in ros — Sing cal prewesr be- 
ing very apt to engender eeling and to degenerate 
into pnd hay Besides, as a general rule, English boats 
are not built with a view to speed, and nine times out of 
ten would pull a losing race with American boats. The 
forenoon was very rainy, cold, and di able; but a 
few minutes after our meridian salute the sun came out 
splendidly, as if in honor of the occasion, and a better sky 
or finer water could not have been selected. About 1 P. M. 
our decks began to be covered with friends from shore, 
civilians, navy and army officers from the foreign shi 
and garrison, the whole masculine lump leavened by the 
presence of the charming wife of our consul here. 

The water in the vicinity of the ships was crowded 
with small craft of all descriptions, gigs, long boats, 
wherries, shells, sampans, and last, but by no means least, 
old Bumboat Sam in hisjunk. After some little diffi- 
culty, but very promptly on time, the boats were mar- 
shalled for the first race, for all double-banked navy-yard 
built boats, when the following took places in line: 

Colorado’s fourth cutter, twelve oars, next the ship. 

Colorado’s whale-boat Santee, ten oars, second place. 

Colorado’s third cutter, twelve oars, third place. 

Colorado’s life-boat Maumee, fourth place. 

Palos’s second cutter, ten oars, outside. 

The start was beautiful notwithstanding a few broken 
oars, and away the five competitors dashed in fine style, 
the third cutter, Maumee, and Santee taking the lead 
with very little difference between them. The distance 
was intended to be three miles, but owing to some mis- 
take the turning boat was placed within a fraction of 
two miles from the starting point, which was the star- 
board gangway of the ship. All the boats pulled well, 
but the brush on the home stretch between the three 
winning boats was fair, and they arrived in the following 
order and time: Santee, 33 min. 10 sec.; third cutter, 
33 min. 18 sec.; Maumee, 34 min. 36 sec. The plucky 
little Palos came in last, and received a volunteer purse 
of five dollars for the pluck and endurance shown in 
rowing se heavy a boat. 

For the second race, for service gigs and whale-boats, 
the following boats took places : 

Colorado's fleet gig Nelly Bly, six oars, inside place. 

Gig Old Virginia, six oars, second place. 

Rinaldo’s whale-boat, six oars, third place. 

French mail steamer Hoogly’s gig whale-boat, six oars, 
fourth place. 

Old Virginia and Nelly Bly took the lead from the 
start, and came in ahead of the other two boats, the 
French boat third, and the Rinaldo’s gig a bad fourth. 
The French boat had some reputation, having already 
won several races; she pulled well, but unfortunately 
at the go-off broke an oar and never regained the distance 
thuslost. The winning boats came in as follows: Old 
Virginia, 32 min. 164 sec.; Nelly Bly, 33 min. 52 sec. 

And now came the great race of the day, the 
race for all comers. This race excited the most 
interest, as the champion boat was to pull inst an 
ex-champion and celebrated shells. I rather fancy our 
English friends lost some money, for before the start 
they did not conceive it possible that our heavy barge 
could make any show against shells. 

The following boats took position : 

Seventy-fifth regiment’s four-oared outrigger, inside 

lace. 
" Rinoldo’s twelve-oared racing cutter, ex-champion, sec- 
ond place. 

Colorado's barge Daring, fourteen o ars, third place. 

Hong Kong Club, six-oared outrigger, fourth place. 

Hong Kong Club, four-oared outrigger, fifth place. 

The Rinado’s boat was built at Kobi, Japan, expressly 
for s racing boat, and was owned on board the Adventure. 
She was the champion boat of the station for eighteen 
months, when she was beaten by the Monocacy’s boat, 
built at the same place and by the same man. She was 
stowed away here in Hong Kong, but when the invita- 
tion was given for our internation] the Rinaldo’s people 
trotted her out. She flew a small flag in the bow with 
the motto, “ We'll try.” 

At the start the Rinaldos and outriggers shot a length 
ahead of the Daring, but after about a dozen strokes 
Drake, in the Colorado’s bar.se, took off his cap and waiv- 
ed them a good-by. The outrigger of the Seventy-fifth and 
the ex-champion stuck closer to the Daring than any of 
the others, but Drake was simply pulling a winning race 
and not trying to make fast time. The last hundred 
yards the Daring gave « little spurt to show what she 
could do, and came in like a race-horse, an easy winner 
in 30 min. 46 sec. ; Rina/dv’s boat, second, 31 min. 50 sec. ; 
Seventy-fifth Regiment (four-oared), third, not timed. 

The victors in cach race were manfully cheered, and 
everything went off checrfully and pleasantly. It he 
near supper time when the races were concluded, ol 
Bumboat Sam made sail on his junk (flying American 

jacks, and pennants wherever he could stick them), 
and bore down jor the port gangway, firing a salute of 
nineteen guns, ind making up for the other two guns 
with an unlimited quantity of fire-crackers. 

The old fellow’s patriotism, I fancy, brought him in a 
handsome return, for I never saw his old junk so crowd- 
ed as it was curing that supper hour. 


And so ends this international regatta of 1871, in | passed 


which, I am glad to say, nothing happened to mar the 
leasure of guests or participants. The Rinaldos, I 
ear, are under the impression that they gave the barge 
a hard rub, and think that with a little i = 
Leger pte wranlprogh pm ng aune nets - 
lenge, and our boys are all going round wi ips on 
their shoulders. Perhaps the Rinaido's boat can beat the 
but if she does, she must do better than she ever 
the barge does worse. 

in this race, about 7 min. 40 sec. to 
the mile, is not bad, but is not up to some of our practice 


time. The ents for the races were under the 
general direction of Master F. J. Drake, U.S. N. Start. 
er, Captain George H. Cooper, U. S. N.; judges, Lien. 
tenants Maude, N., Tasswell, “ie * regiment: 
umpire, Lieutenant H. W. McKee, U. 8. N.; judge at 
turning boat, Master J. E. Pittsburg, U. 8. N.; time. 
keepers, Lieutenant G. M. Totten, U. S. N., Chief Bp. 

ineer Alexander Henderson, U.S. N. Course, within a 
fraction of a to stake boat and return. 

e barge and two gigs were built by Hepens 

boat builder at the or" York yard. My bent pg = 
on to show much speed, but I think when I have butted 
_ against a stone walla few times she will begin to 
et out. 

We have found the English officers here, both army 
and navy, very pleasant and sociable, and our intercourse 
with them has been very agreeable. 








BURNING OF THE STEAMER FORWARD. 


THE San Francisco Alta of April 24 says: “The read- 
ers of the Alta are already familiar with the fact that 
the famous General Vega, a Mexican, organized a band 
of pirates in May last, and took possession of the town 
of Guaymas for the purpose of plunder. In connection 
with this, it will be remembered that the steamer For- 
ward participated in the raid on Guaymas, and was soon 
after burned by the United States man-of-war Mohican, 
The first officer of the Forward was arrested, and de- 
tained by the Mexican authorities until January last, 
when he made his escape while on his way to Guaymas 
for trial. He arrived in this city recently, with some 
other officers and men of the Forward, and has made af. 
fidavit, setting forth the real object of the Forward, that 
she was forced into service by Vega, and that he was en- 
tirely powerless to change the course of events. The 
Forward was originally a British gunboat, in the Chinese 
waters. She was sold out to one of our citizens, Captain 
Jansen, but being of foreign (the British) service, and 
subsequently purchased by bottom, she was put under 
the Salvadorian flag. Before sailing from this port she 
was extensively repaired and fitted up. The owner in- 
tends to bring an action against the United States Goy- 
ernment to recover damages for the loss of the vessel. 


The Alta gives the affidavit of the first officer, George 
W. Holder, from which we extract the following account 
of his encounter with our naval officers: 


At noon of the 17th June a message came announcing 
that several large boats, apparently man-of-war boats, 
were in the river, all full of armed marines and seamen, 
and that. they were heading up stream and believed to 
be coming for the steamer. The Mexicans affected to be» 
very indignant that their soil was invaded and expressed 
a determination to fight; but knowing that any contest 
would be over the steamer, I induced them to land and 
leave only myself and her original lawful people on 
board, hoping that I might thereby have an opportunity 
to represent to the officers of the approaching boats the 
true character of the Forward and the unlawful course 
that had been forced upon myself and the vessel, secure 
protection, and get out of the clutches of Vega and his 
men. The Mexicans all landed and took to the bushes, 
the last of them leaving when the approaching boats 
could be seen several miles down the river. Unfortu- 
nately, Colonel Viscanianas sent back a boat to the 
steamer for water, and this boat was leaving as the ap- 
proaching man-of-war’s boats neared the steamer; an of- 
ficer hailed the Mexicans, and ordered the boat to stop. 
At this instant a second man-of-war’s boat was pulling 
for the fleeing boat, but the Mexicans kept on and ran 
into the undergrowth upon the river bank, when a pistol 
shot was fired at them. 

This shot from the man-of-war’s boat was returned 
with a volley from the shore, killing and wounding sev- 
eral in the boats. It was about 8 o’clock P. M., and there 
being little twilight, it darkened quickly. The boats 
proved to be from the United States man-of-war steamer 
Mohican, and were under command of officers from that 
vassel, manned by her seamen and marines. During the 
mélée others of the man-of-war’s boats pulled direct for 
the steamer, and their crews jumped upon her decks 
The officer in command immediately asked who had com 
mand of the Forward, and upon my replying that I was 
the commander, he said that he took charge of her, and 
at once demanded to know where her magazine was. 
answered there was none. At this time the firing com- 
menced from the shore. The lieutenant inquired how 
large a of armed men were ashore, and was told 
about 150. He then inquired if there was any artillery 
and what number, and rapidly instituted inquiries to iD 
form himself of the amount of force and disposition of 
the armed men ashore. Having satisfied himself of all 
this, he gave orders to get up steam upon the Forvari. 
While this conversation was in progress, the man-f 
war’s men upon the deck of the steamer were — to 
the fire from the shore, and a brisk discharge of small 
arms was going on. The lieutenant next ordered that the 
anchor which was out should be hove in, and the steam 
er dropped down the river; but upon finding that she 
was fast in the mud, he ordered me and the other peopl 
of the vessel to be made fast with ropes and placed in! 
boats. I then, for the first moment since the boarding 
took place, had the least opportunity to make represe™ 
tation of my true character and that of my associates 
and of the steamer, desiring to go below and obtain the 
document which General Vega had given to me. My 
representations were entirely unheeded. We were then 
to the man-of-war boats, and the lieutenant gavé 
orders to fire the steamer, which was at once accomplish 
All that is here detailed, from the moment of the ma> 
of-war’s attempting to stop the Mexican boat, the firs 
shot at that boat, the volley from the shore, and the com 
test between the man-of-war’s men on the F orward’ 
decks and Mexicans from tbe shore, our being placed ® 
boata, and the setting fire to the Forward, was emb , 
in a period of not over twenty minutes, amid intense e 
citement and confusion, shot stri in all directions 





woundéd men in agony, and gen terror prev: : 
As soon an the steamen was fired one of the man-of 5 
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ts discharged a heavy piece of artillery in the direo- 
—_ of the Mites fire, the latter still replying. The 
engagement continued for about five minutes more, when 
the steamer commencing to go into fire in different direo, 
tions, the man-of-war’s boats hauled off and commenced 
to go down stream, firing a last shot of artillery at the 
Forward. “The fire kindled upon: the steamer for ker 
destruction was accelerated by the use of inflammable 
matter brought in the man-of-war’s boat. On the way 
down the river I endeavored to explain to the officers of 
the American force my character as first officer of the 
Forward, the true character.of the vessel, her seizure by 
General Vega, and all that had transpired, but it had no 
effect. When the Mohican was reached I was placed on 


board, kept in confinement, taken to Mazatlan, and after *‘ Without reason draw me not, without henor sheathe me not.”* 


the lapse of a week was turned over to the Mexican au- 
thorities to be putin prison. We were firet taken to the 
military barracks and after several days sent to prison. 
‘When in prison we were properly fed; were frequently 
examined and taken before different tribunals. We re- 
mained in prison many months, and were finally ordered 
to be sent to Guaymas for trial, and for this object were 
placed on board a schooner, January 8, 1871, to proceed 
there; while on that vessel we fortunately made our es- 
cape and ultimately reached San Francisco. 

The affidavit closes by asserting that the forced service | , 
of the vessel was made known to the commander of the 
Mohican, and complains of the want of attention of the 
American consul at Mazatlan. 


NAVY GAZETTE. 








REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 

Aprit 26.—Lieutenant George W. De Long, to duty in the Equip- 
ment Department at the Navy-yard, New York. 

Lieutenant Oscar W. Farenholt, to the Navy-yard, Norfolk, Va. 

Aprit, 28.—Lieutenant L. E. Chenery, to dutyin the Pacific 
Fleet. } 

Commander S. P. Quackenbush, as inspector of supplies at th 
Navy-yard, Norfolk, Va. 

Lieutenant-Commander Charles W. Kennedy, Lieutenants Mur- 
ray 8S. Day and Rufus Waterman, and Master Ed. W. Remey, to 
duty on Coast Survey. 

Yief Engineer James W, Thompson, Jr., to .he Navy-yard, Phil- 
adelphia. ? 

May 1.—Captain Charles H. B. Ualdwell, to the Navy-yard, New 
York. 

Captain Wm. G. Temple, to duty in the Bureau of Urdnance. 

pipers Commaniee Albert 8. Barker, to the Wachusett on the 
ist of June. 

— Surgeon Wm. H. McDonald, to the Navy-yard, Nor- 
folk, Va. 

Chief Engineer Chas, E. De Valin, to the Alaska, Asiatic Fleet. 

— Assistant Engineer Louis J. Allen, to the Resaca, Pacific 
Fleet. 

May 2,—Lieutenant-Commander Yates Stirling, to the receiving 
ship Potomac. 

Lieutenants Asa Walker, Wm. T. Burwell, John C. Rich, 8. F. 
Clark, and Samucl W. Very, Masters James M. Grimes, Hobart D. 
Tremain, Horace E. Jones, Frederick M. Symonds, Richard C. Der- 
by, + se Paymaster F, H. Clark, to torpedo duty at New- 
port, R. I. 

Surgeon Wm. Johnson, as member of examining boards at Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

DETACHED. 

Aprit, 27.—Commander Chas. H. Cushman, from duty in the 
Bureau of Equipment on the 31st of May, and ordered to command 
the Wachusett on the lst of June. 

Lieutenant-Commander Horace E. Mullan, from the Navy-yard, 
New York, and ordered to the receiving ship Vermont. 

ApRIL 28.—Master Frederick H. Paine, from torpedo duty on the 
Ist of May, and ordered to the Wachusett. 

Aprit 29.—Captain Stephen D. Trenchard, from the command of 
the Lancaster, and ordered to return to the United States. 

Captain J. W.:A. Nicholson, from navigation duty at the Navy- 
yard, New York, and ordered tolcommand the Lancaster, perjsteamer 
of the 23d of May. 

Master Walton Goodwin, from torpedo duty, and placed on wait- 


ing orders. 
hist Assistant Engineer James Sheridan, from the Navy-yard, 
New York, and ordered to the Nantasket. 
May 1.—Captain M. B. Woolsey, from the Navy-yard, New York, 
and ordered to examination for promotion. 
Surgeon D. R. Bannan, from the Naval Hospital, Pensacola, on 
the lst of June, and placed on waiting orders. 
First Assistant Engineer Elijah Laws, from the Resaca, and or- 
dered to return to the United States. 
First Assistant Engineer Wm. H. King, from the Alaska, and 
ordered to return to the United States, 
_ May 2.—Lieutenant-Commander Edwin White, from the receiv- 
—— Potomac, and placed on waiting orders. 
eutenant F. M. Barber, from the Michigan, and ordered to tor- 
pedo duty. 
Lieutenants R. Mason Lisle and Theodore M. Etting, from the 
Navy-yard, Philadelphia, and ordered to torpedo duty. 
Master Wm. D. Nicholson, from special duty at New York, and 
ordered to torpedo duty. 
Master Conway H. Arnold, from the receiving ship Vermont, and 
ordered to duty with Rear-Admiral Stringham at New York. 
Assistant Paymaster John Breese, from the Navy-yard, Boston, 
and placed on waiting orders. 
Chief Engineer Montgomery Fletcher, from the Navy-yard, Mare 
Island, Cal., and ordered as fleet engineer of the Pacific Fleet. 
wurgeon Geo. Clymer, from duty as member of examining boards, 
& granted six months’ leave. 


PROMOTED. 


APRIL 27.—Commodore Benjamin F. Sands to rear-admiral, to 
rank from April 27, 187i, vice Rear-Admiral Henry Walke, retired 
at his own request. 





LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to the 

Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for the week ending 

April 29, 1871: 
John Duffy, first-class fireman, Fébruary 23, U. 8. steamer Mo- 

nocacy at China. 
John Dupre, seaman, March 8, U. S. steamer Alaska, at Yoko- 

— Japan. 
Alonzo Reed, landsman, April 4, U. 8S. 

sie eae s p ; steamer Plymouth at 








CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS, 


Tue following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 
since last memoranda, viz. : 


Captain James Forney, U. S. Marine Corps.*-Detached April 
1871, from Philadelphia, Pa., Barracks, pod ordered to re — 2 
Major Thomas Y. Field, U. 8. Marine Corps, commandi: arine 
Recruiting Rendezyous, Philadelphia, for duty at the ezvous. 

First Lreutenant D. Pratt Manniz, U. S. Marine Co 8.— Detached 
Aveil: a, 18s h feom Marine Barrac’ ary rents i » De 

be ordered to report to Major Wm. B. Slack, quartermaster 
U. 8. Marine Corps, for duty at artermaster’ ash- 
1 ar ty the Qu 8 Office, W: 


inst Lieutenant Edward ©. Salimarsh, U. S. Marine 3:—On 


** Without reason draw me not, without honor sheathe me not.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 





MY SWORDS. 
Wauenex the sunset glory falls 
On my else so naked walls, 
Crossed with a blade of later day, 
Hangs a sword that, far away 
‘When the world was in its youth, 
Fought for country, love, and truth : 
Graven in strange characters on the gleaming, supple steel, 


Is the legend, 


Forth it sprang in righteous wrath 


Of the deadliness that sleepeth there, while ever brightly gleams 
The old legend, 


And the blade of later time— 
Btraight and plain, unmarked by rhyme, 
Bearing no motte old and quaint, 
Wearing only in letters faint 
Date and name, and with no gem 
Fit for kingly diadem 
Glittering in its slender hilt—deserves as well the poet’s rhyme 
And the clinging crown of laurel as the sword of ancient time 
With the-legend, 
“ Without reason draw me not, without honor sheathe me not.” 


Synonyme for grace of mien 
And for virtues rarely seen 
Is the old untarnished name 
Graven on this blade; and Fame 
Dropped a wreath of immortelles, 
White and golden immortelles, 
On the head that Death laid low, face and hand against the foe, 
In the hand this sword informed with the spirit and the glow 
Of the legend, 
“ Without reason draw me not, without honer sheathe me not.” 


Heroes many live and die 

Whom Fame’s trumpet passes by ; 

Rough of speech, uncouth, unkempt, 

Of world’s grace they never dreamt; 

But within a homely shell 

Perfect pearls perchance may dwell. 
Thus these homely hearts heroic in the hour of need are found 
Wanting not; their swords are guided, though they never heard 

its sound, 

By the legend, 

‘¢ Without reason draw me not, without honor sheathe me not.” 


Swords so wielded worthily 

May be crossed with these you see 

Hanging now so quietly, 

Hanging now so peacefully 

Where the golden glory falls 

On my else so barren walls. 
Jewelled hilt and bending blade, or the straight and naked steel, 
Each is precious if the soul that impelleth it doth feel 

The old legend, 
« Without reason draw me not, without honor sheathe me not.” 
ADELAIDE CILLEY. 


* A curious old sword bearing this motto is in the hands of a sol- 
dierly Southern family. 


COTTON VERSUS BUCKSKIN. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Considering the small allowance of clothing in 
the Army, it behooves every enlisted man to study evon- 
omy; andin doing this,1 think the subject of white 
cotton gloves well worthy of discussion. They are indis- 
pensable articles to the soldier, simply and solely because 
he is forced to wear them on the usual inspections, pa- 
rades, guard-mounts, and the like. Their cost is trifling 
in the East, and dear at interior stations in the West, 
where a soldier is “land-sharked” by traders at the rate 
of from $10 to $20 per month, and more if he be an op- 
ulent individual. It is not alone the exorbitant price 
by which the white gloves are injudiciously prooured that 
I grumble, but their utter worthlessness. After the first 
washing the small fibres of the cotton of which they are 
manufactured become dissolved, as though they were 
put. together with paste ; and thus separated, what further 
use are they? None thatI can see. If they are deemed 
a part of the soldier’s dress, ought not the Clothing De- 
partment to furnish them? If they are not considered 
a part of the soldier’s dress, why will company com- 
manders persist in forcing men to wear them when an- 
other and more serviceable article can be had for a trivial 
additional cost? When I say “a more serviceable ‘arti- 
cle,” I mean the buckskin glove or so-called “ gauntlet.” 
In this rigorous region of perpetual snow, the white cot- 
ton glove is of no practical use, and none other, in my 
opinion, save an ostentatious one. 

What are the soldiers todo? Nothing.. All attempts 
to reyise the “clothing system” for the good of the sol- 
dier have signally failed. Instead of being remedied, it 








Sworn by sen to sire for centuries to keep through woe and weal, | to hear ‘from Fort Riley 
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bat and/ball, between the Junction OCity Base Ball Olub, 
of Junction City, Kansas, and the Government Stocking 
Base Ball Club, of Fort Riley, Kansas: 
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ATHLETIC SPORTS AT FORT RILEY, KANSAS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. os 


Sm: Thinking that some of your readers would like 
iley occasionally, I herewith send 
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{ewals shining steadily Ist 24 8d 4th Sth 6th 7th Sth . Total. 
Tn its wonderful war-worn head, Gov't Stockings....1 4° 6 9 4 8 6 33 
In its quaint andjwar-worn head, Junction City......0 Weta 3: Sars in of 2° 0 i8 
And their beauty, fine and true Clean Home Buns~" z, 3; Hast wy Ls Malean, Le 
: ’ Fly Ryn wit Sourkamp, 1; Mc 1. Total by Gov- 
Like eternal drops of dew, 7 ade 4. Flym, 6; ‘Famplir, 1.' Total by Junctiqn 
: ity, 7. 
Casts the glamour of the past over all the haunting dreams Double Plays—By Cox and, Waller 


Out on Fouls—Government ngs, 8; Junction City, 3. 

Time of Game—3 hours, 5 minutes. 

A, a ames Thomas Newton, Graham Base Ball Club, 
Posters Bratton and Donley. , 
Wa.ace E. Bratton, 
Secretary Government Stocking B. B. Olub. 


GENERAL SERVICE CLERKS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm: Your “ General Service ” correspondent, who, ev- 
idently apprehensive of the operations of General Orders 
No. 238,,current series, War Department, and in abject: ter- 
ror of the danger of “ being, thrownon his own resources,” 
clamors so loudly for a “ five years’ blanket,” does not, as 
he seems to imagine, re eng the views of a majority 
of the general service clerks. His-dread of the coming 
calamity may be well founded in his own case, but I can 
assure youit is not shared by, many of his colleagues. 
The men of the detachment at these uarters are 
indeed remarkably cheerful under the a prospect 
of being thrown on their own resources. 
Without entering on the merits or demerits of “our 
peculiar institution,” I will venture to say that “the op- 
tion_of taking a discharge,” etc., and the possibility of 
obtaining it on application, in many cases saponcie men 
who would otherwise shrink from binding them ir- 
revocably for five years to’ ‘enlisting as private soldiers. 
It is the} sugar-coating ‘6f a bitter pill, and is in fact 
looked upon as the one connecting link with society by a 
large majority of the corps. Of all the general service 
clerks of my acquaintance, I have never known one to 
complain of that portion of their contract, while on the 
contrary I know more than one, hospital steward who 
would, just for that very clause, gladly exchange into 
the general service. 

Tn conclusion, I cannot help observing that it a) 

strange that a man who at one time has filled a tion 
requiring a trustworthy, intelligent, and efficient clerk, 
should have no other resources what little money 
he may have been able to save out of his slender pay. 
His prospects are indeed dark, and he has my t 
sympathy. ONE oF THEM. 

San Antonio, Taxas, April 19, 1871. 


CAPTAIN JOHN ELLIOTT. 

To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sm: Captain John Elliott, who died at Dayton, Ohio, as 
you have announced, after a protracted sickness of three 
years, during which time he never left his room without 
support, will be mourned by all who had the good for- 
tune to know him, 

Modest of his real worth, dignified and conscientious 
in the discharge of his duty, calm and self-possessed, he 
inspired confidence in battle, ‘and duty in camp. 
nfortunately his career was short. Hereceived a se-~ 
vere wound within three, months after joining his com- 
mand, to which his death is to be ascribed. 

The fortitude he has oahibited under his long and ter- 
rible suffering is a lesson-for us to treasure. He com- 
manded the respect of his superiors, and by his affable 
and gentle manner soon gained the affection of his 
brother officers. 

A life of continued usefulness, honesty, and fidel- 
ity was assured had he lived. A trae and affectionate 
friend has gone. R. 0. 


By order of the Secretary of the Treasury the follow- 
ing changes in the stations of captains of the revenue 
marine service were made recently in orders issued from 
the division of Revenue, Marine, Treasury Department : 
Joseph Amazeen, of the Racer 

mand of the Active ; J. W. Wilson, of the Campbell, at 
New London, to the command of the Petrel, at Appalachi- 
cola; ‘Thomas Sands, now waiting orders, to the com- 
mand of the Racer, at Charleston; A. A. from 
the Mahoning, at Boston, to the Delaware, at Mobile; C. 
T. Chase, of the Northerner, at Baltimore, to the f 
Key West; Douglass Ottinger, of the Perry, at Erie, 
Pennsylvania, to the Makomng, ; 8.8... Warner, 
of the Dobbin, Castine, Maine, to the Campbell, at New 
London, Connecticut; J. G. awaiting orders, to the 
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Dobbin, at Castine ; John Carson, of ‘the Stevens, New- 
been, 5-the Seward, at <i ~ ac 








April. 22, 1571, ardered to proceed home it fasthes aaden 
toad the Nov) Depurtineee , , and await f : 
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is onl. wing worse; and so “what cannot be oured | Frank Barr, of the, Delaware, 
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GREAT NATIONAL LOANS. 


{#™” NEw FIVE PER CENT. BONDS OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 
The Treasury Department is now able to promise that 
the registered Ourtificates of Stock and a good part of 
the Coupon Bonds of the New Loan’ of the United 
States, bearing Five per cent. Interest, payable quarterly 
in Gold, will be ready for delivery early in the present 
month. The subscriptions to the loan now amount to 
$62,000,000, and it is expected that the subscriptions and 
sales will progress more rapidly when the Certificates 
and Bonds are ready for market abroad as well as at 
home. The whole sum of Five per Cents offered to the 
public generally, and to the holders of United States 5-20 
Bonds, without qualification, is $200,000,000. When 
this amount, to which preference is thus given, is taken 
up, the remainder of the Five per Cents, $300,000,000, 
embraced in the New Loan of July 14, 1870, for refund- 
ing the Public Debt, will be offered in connection with 
$80,000,000 Four and one-half per Cents, and apy part 
of $700,000,000 of Four per Cents, the one running fif- 
teen years and the other thirty years. 
The following is a copy of the New Five per Cent. 
Bond, under and pursuant to the New Loan Act of Con- 


gress: 
FORM OF FIVE PER CENT. BOND. 


INTEREST | FUNDED LOAN OF 1881|5 PER cent. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ARE INDEBTED TO THE BEARER IN THE 8UM OF 
oe'se ..-- DOLLARS. 

THIS BOND is issued in accordance with the pro- 
visions of an act of Congress entitled “ An act to author- 
ize the refunding of the National Debt,” approved July 
14, 1870, amended by an act approved January 20, 1871, 
and is redeemable at the pleasure of the United States, 
after the first day of May, A. D. 1881, in Coin of the 
standard value of the United States on said July 14, 
1870, with interest in such Coin, from the day of the date 
hereof, at the rate of FIVE PER CENTUM per annum, 
payable quarterly, on the first days of February, May, 
August, and November, in each year. The principal 
and interest are exempt from the payment of all Taxes 
or Duties of the United States, as well as from taxation 
in any form, by or under State, municipal, or local au- 
thority. 
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WASHINGTON .... .....+000. 18...... 

Entered ........ .... 

Register of the Treasury. 

Registered bonds will be issued of the denominations 
of $50, $100, $500, $1,000, $5,000, and $10,000, and cou- 
pon bonds of each demomination except the last two. 
The interest will be payable in the United States at the 
office of the Treasurer, any Assistant Treasurer, or desig- 
nated depositary ef the Government, quarterly, on the 
first days of February, May, August, and November, in 
each year. 

The Interest on the Registered Stock of this Loan, 
it is determined by the Treasury Department, will be 
paid as conveniently to the holder as on the Coupon 
Stock, and personal attendance, or attendance by proxy 
at the Treasury, to draw and receipt for the Interest, will 
be dispensed with, whenever the check of the United States 
Treasurer, mailed punctually to the address and order of 
each holder, on or before every quarter-day, is preferred to 
such attendance. This check, payable in Gold Coin at 
the Treasury in New York (or such other office as the 
Stock is registered at), will be negotiable or collectible 
on the indorsement of the owner or owners of the Stock. 
In pursuance of this arrangement, the subscribers to, or 
purchasers of, the Stock in its registered form (which is a 
complete protection against theft or other losses incident 
to.Coupon Bonds payable to Bearer) are advised to give 
their post-office address in full, and to notify of any 
change in the address between quarter days. 

The whole proceeds of the new loan will be applied to 
the payment or redemption and cancellation of the 5-20 
years six per cent. bonds, and, in addition to these pro- 
ceeds, the 5-20s are now being reduced by purchase at 
the rate of $10,000,000 per month. 

The entire effect, therefore. of the New Loan, in con- 
nection with the existing Sinking Fund process of the 
Treasury, is to reduce both Principal and Interest of the 
Public Debt of the United States. The Loan creates no 
additional supply of Governmenj Stocks, while the appli- 
cation of the surplus revenues derived in Gold from Cus- 
toms is constantly lessening, as it has been doing for two 
years past, the Funded Stocks bearing six per cent. Gold 
Interest. 

The Ist of May schedule of the Public Debt, which 
has just been published by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, shows a reduction in these Stocks since the April 
schedule of $12,215,700, and a further lessening of the 
yearly interest charge thereon of $782,942. This leaves 


the same month the Treasury paid and cancelled $2,470,- 
000 of the Three per. Cent. Currency debt, reducing the 
whole of this debt bearing interest to $51,023,000, and 
the yearly interest charge thereon to $1,537,470. 

The proposed further reduction of the annual interest 
charge upon the Public Vebt by refunding is as follows: 
By exchange of $500,000,000 United States six 

per cents for new five per cents of .1861.. . $5,000,000 
By exchange of $300,000,000 United States six 
per cents for four and a half per cents of 
By exchange of $700,000,000 United States 
six per cents for four per cents of 1901... . 14,000,000 
Total saving per annum by refunding. . $23,500,000 

The large and rapid accumulation in the last few years 
of private capital now retired from active business, and of 
the cash Savings and Life Insurance premiums deposited 
with or intrusted to the provident institutions of the 
country—all seeking the most undoubted security, 
pledged to be kept free of all taxes, under national or 
local authority, and content, provided this object be as- 
sured, with moderate rates of interestwill no doubt ul- 
timately absorb so much of these New Stocks as may not 
be taken in voluntary conversion of United States 5-20s, 
or marketed abroad. C. C. NoRVELL, 

In charge of United States Loan Advertising. 
TREASURY OFFICE, 
New York, May 2, 1371. 
Sooty oF THE ArgMyY OF THE PoTroMAc, 
Puapewrasia, April, 1871. 

To the members of the Society of the Army of the Potomac. 

HE THIRD REGULAR MEETING OF THE SO- 

CIETY will be held in Boston, on the 12th day of May next, 

convening at 11 a. m. The address will be delivered by Brevet 
Major-General L. P. Fairchild, Governor of Wisconsin, and the 
poem by Bret Harte; and in the evening there will be the usual ban- 
quet. Officers, and enlisted men, who have served with honor in 
the Army of the Potomac, are, by the constitution of the Society 
entitled to membership, on signing the constitution, and paying 
three dollars (entrance). Suitable arrangements for the meeting 
are being made by the executive committee, and any information 
desired, can be obtained by addressing Colonel W. C. Church, Cor- 
responding Secretary, at New York, or Colonel Theodore Lyman, 
and Major J. H. Sleeper, Chairman, and Secretary of the Executive 
Committee, Boston. 
It is earnestly hoped, that all comrades of the Army of the Po- 
tomac, who can, will be present, and a cordial invitation is ex- 
tended to members of kindred societies. 
Major-General Gzo. G. Means, President. 
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SUBSCRIPTION, SIX DOLLARS A YEAR, 
—_—_ ——= 
THE EXPORT OF ARMS TO FRANCE. 
E stated in our last issue that the final instal- 
ment of breech-loading rifles, manufactured by 
the Remington Company for the Provisional Gov- 
ernment of France, were a part of the freight of the 
Péreire on her recent eastward trip. The entire 
number of service arms of its own production fur- 
nished and shipped to French ports from the [lion 
armory since the 21st of September is 214,247, a num- 
ber altogether unprecedented in the history of simi- 
lar transactions. The arms composing this total 
were divided among the following classes: 154,120 
rifles of 11 millimetres, or according to our terminolo- 
gy 43 calibre; 19,777 carbines; 40,350 army revol- 
vers. The actual production of the Remington 
Company in the seven months since the contract 
was concluded at Tours amounts to 170,000 rifles. 
The resources of the great armory have, of course, 
been taxed to the utmost. The buildings devoted 
to small-arms manufacture, covering four acres of 
ground, have for 20 hours of each working day been 
crowded with workmen, from 1,300 to 1,400 employ- 
ees having been all the time engaged. The largest 
daily production has been 1,400 rifles and about 200 
revolvers, and the monthly pay roll amounted 
to from $138,000 to $150,000. Comparing such 
figures with the published estimate that it will re- 
quire four years to furnish the British army com- 
plement of 300,000 Martini-Henry rifles, we are not 
surprised that the London Times should seek to 
arouse English public sentiment by the statement 
that one American small-arms manufactory has a 
larger productive capacity than those of all England 
combined. 
During the Franco-Prussian contest the REMING- 
TONS were not only recognized government con- 
tractors for the production of service arms to take 














the total yearly interest charge in Gold $11,962,084 In 


the place of the Chassepot, but Mr. 8S. Remmneron 
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was prevailed upon by the most urgent importunity 
of the Gambetta Government at Tours to undertake 
the entire business of purchasing war material for 
France in the United States. The commission agreed 
upon was originally 5 per cent., which was reduced 
to 244 per cent. as the transactions acquired unlook- 
ed-for magnitude. The few weeks between the fall 
of Sedan and the conclusion of this arrangement will 
not soon be forgotton by the gun-dealers. Specu- 
lation in guns was not restricted to the circle of 
regular merchants, but soon attracted the cupidity of 
brokers of all sorts, and of not a few steady-going 
capitalists. The policy adopted in the precipitation 
of the hour by the impromptu agents for France, 
served but to aggravate the competition and inflate 
the market. Where one shrewd negociant should 
have been quietly charged with the purchase of a 
lot of arms, there were a score of commission-mad 
brokers running after it. The natural result was 
that the price of even inferior arms became at once 
enormous, the same lot multiplied into perhaps half 
a dozen, preposterous estimates of totals gained cur- 
rency ; in fact, irregular operations usurped the place 
of legitimate trade. When the first bids for Gov- 
ernment arms were opened at Washington, offers 
were made by impecunious adventurers, and checks 
tendered for the 20 per cent. advance which no 
bank would certify, it being calculated plausibly 
enough that the holder could sell out his refusal on 
the instant after his bid was accepted. In more 
than one instance the possessor of a few thousand 
Enfields or Springfields, through the confusion of 
brokers, unconsciously paid a handsome advance for 
his own arms; while other lots are still in the coun- 
try which might have been exported had the prin- 
cipals intrusted their sale to a single agent. Such 
persons, we are sure, will not soon forget the arms 
flurry of the early autumn of 1870. 

The magnitude of the transactions of the REM- 
INGTONS as agents for France is but partially 
shown by the amount of money expended, though 
that considerably exceeded eleven millions of dollars, 
aside from over three millions received for their 
own breech-loaders. In the multifarious char- 
acter of its details—the constant stress of hard work 
indispensable to the assembling of stocks stored in 
all parts of the country ; the providing of fixed am- 
munition and metallic cartridges for such a variety 
of shapes and calibres; the chartering of vessels 
and direction of shipments—the undertaking cer- 
tainly transcends all previous private effort in be- 
half of a nation. How constant was the commu- 
nication between principal and agent is indicated 
by the latter’s bill, $12,010, for ocean telegraphing. 
That the whole business was conducted without a 
serious mishap, and was throughout characterized 
by exceptional promptness, is creditable to the faith 
with which the Tours officials observed their en- 
gagements, and to the extraordinary energy with 
which the army of Americans discharged their trust. 
The schedule appended is a complete statement of 
the purchases superintended by the Remington 
Company for France, exclusive of their special pro- 
duction already given. It does not include a con- 
siderable quantity of Enfields which probably 
went through other hands, large numbers having 
been bought on English account. Very few if any 
breech-loaders left the country by other ways : 
372,784 muzzle-loading Springfield rifles. 


28,287 breech-loading Allin ee 
33.000 breech-loading Peabody rifles. 


5,760 - Berdan “ 
1,585 repeating Spencer rifles. 

19,870 nat sad carbines. 
3,000 « Winchester rifles. 
3,000 ° « carbines. 


4,990 breech-loading Sharps Hartford carbines. 


2,500 = Warner carbines. 
2.500 bag Gallagher “ 
6,600 se Joslyn = 
1,600 - “ rifles. 


20,000 revolvers, various makes. 
50 Parrott batteries, 6 guns each. 
176,470 projectiles for Parrott guns. 
3,751 four-horse sets of artillery harness. 
26 Gatling batteries. 
97,328,076 cartridges for different small arms, of which probably 
80,009,000 were metallic. 


Colonel W. C. Squirz, the New*York agent and 
present secretary of the Remington Company, super- 
intended the purchase and movement of this vast 
amount of war material ; and some weeks since the 
Remington Company enclosed to the French 





Government a complete statement of its ad- 
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ministration of purchases, verified in all cases by 
original and certified bills. In justice to Americans 
whose provident and scrupulous management hes 
saved France immense sacrifices of money and time, 
it is not out of the way to add to the foregoing that 
their accounts have elicited not only the approval, 
but the grateful acknowledgments of the Versailles 
Ministry. 





THE story told by J. C. ImBopDEn, late of the 
rebel service, in regard to LzE’s retreat from Gettys- 
burg, has called out General KiLParrRick in a tem- 
perate reply, which appears in a new periodical pub- 
lished at Newton, N. J., and called Our Magazine. 
Kilpatrick defends the Third Cavalry Division of 
the Army of the Potomac, and criticises ImBODEN 
for drawing bold conclusions “ without taking into 
‘consideration any of the great difficulties” which the 
Union forces met and overcame during sixteen days 
of battles and marches. He agrees with IMBODEN 
in the statement that the latter narrowly escaped 
capture, declaring that “in five minutes more ImBo- 
DEN, with all his wagons, prisoners, and wounded, 
would have been ours.” After describing the promi- 
nent features of the great contest at Gettysburg, 
and pointing out LEE’s fatal error in failing to seize 
Culp’s Hill and other elevated points at Gettys- 
burg, he comes to the question of the pursuit of Im- 
BODEN and the attack upon his train. He gives 
CusTER credit for the excellent work he performed 
in striking a part of the transportation, and says 
that the order to retire was issued in consequence 
of information that ourinfantry in the rear were 
about to be overwhelmed by FitznaueH LEE. 
“Twice,” he says, “ I ordered CusTER to retire, but it 
took a third order to force him from the fight, and 
then only when he saw that ruin and capture await- 
ed us if delayed another moment. Word was sent 
to BuForRD that we must retire. The brigades were 
then united, and we all fell slowly back, disputing 
every inch of the ground till night came on.” 

IMBODEN and KILPATRICK are well matched 
knights when they enter the lists as opposing cham- 
pions in the field of veracious history, as those who 
know them both can testify. In this case they 
agree in the main fact that LEE narrowly escaped 
the loss of his trainson the retreat from Gettysburg, 
and they only differ as to who was responsible for 
the failure to capture them. If IMBODEN is entitled 
to the credit of having saved them, he may well 
plume himself upon this as the best bit of service he 
ever rendered the Confederacy. 











Tue Genera] CLUSERET whose career as Minister 
of War for the Communists at Paris has been 
brought toasudden but not unexpected end, is a 
person whose name is known in both the Old and 
the New World as that of—well, certainly, a hot- 
headed enthusiast and mischief-breeder. He was 
one of that strange company of foreign military ad- 
venturers who drifted into good staff positions in 
our Army during the early days of the Rebellion; 
why they were chosen and why they so easily gained 
fame being still a mystery except to those who un- 
derstand the means by which and the basis on 
which newspaper-made reputations are founded, and 
who forget the inexperience of war of those who 
were then the appointing powers. So CLUSERET 
was early talking broken English on the staff of 
General FREMONT, and appealing to his Crimean 
experience to justify his assumed position asa dis- 
gusted critic of our military methods. A natural en- 
emy to order and a natural agitator, one of those 
men who come to the surface only in times of chaos, 
he was out of our service as soon as it became better 
organized. Restored to civil life, he constituted him- 
self the authoritative critic in the press of everything 
ourgenerals did. In a “ red-hot” journal which he es- 
tablished he attacked General GRANT with the utmost 
bitterness, and proved to his own satisfaction week 
after week that his plans were folly, his execution in- 
sanity, and the sure-to-be expected result disastrous 
failure. At this time he became known in the 
editorial office of the ARMY AND Navy JOURNAL as 
the offerer of military articles which could not be 
despised, but which failed of that sound judgment 
which has been the main lack of his whole career. 
For CLUSERET is certainly a man of ability and a 
man of ideas also, but he seems destitute of a knowl- 
edge of the relative value of things, and is moreover 
the victim of an indomitable and all-pervading con- 


ceit. He is an enthusiast apparently, though some 
of his countrymen seem to doubt his moral princi- 
ple, and to look upon him as a sort of GEORGE 
Franois TRAIN, hot-headed, but ready tomake 
good thing of it when the opportunity occurs. We 
should hesitate to believe, however, that he is any- 
thing worse—and so far as the peace and order of 
society is concerned that is the worst of criminals— 
than an ill-balanced, irresponsible, adventurous, 
and utterly untrustworthy agitator and fomentor of 
discord. 

When the war between Prussia and France broke 
out CLUSERET applied to the editor of this journal 
for the position of its correspondent near the field 
of operations. He proposed to lodge himself on 
neutral territory—for during the Empire France 
was not a safe place for him—and watch the prog- 
ress of events. His utter lack of the judicial char- 
acter of mind, and the violent prejudices which al- 
ways biassed his judgments and colored even his 
reports of facts, unfitted him for the position of cor- 
respondent, and of course he was not engaged to 
represent this journal. 

The next we heard of CLUSERET, he was inciting 
revolt in Marseilles; then in prison there; then in 
clover as a fomentor of revolution in Paris, after the 
establishment of the government of the Assembly ; 
then, as Minister of War, the sleepless (we have no 
doubt) organizer of revolt, fluent issuer of bulletins 
and proclamations, and great man generally. Now 
he is out of power again, and it will be well for 
France if he continues so. We could conceive of no 
worse despotism than such a one as there would be 
under the rule of CLUSERET aud men of his stamp. 








THE so-called Martini-Henry rifle, now definitely 
adopted by the British Government, is regarded by 
the proprietors ofour own Peabody rifle as a direct in- 
fringement on their patent issued in England April 
19,1865. They have accordingly lodged with the 
British War Office a formal protest agaihst its adop- 
tion, unless just compensation is allowed them for 
the use of their patent. The Martini-Henry gun is 
so called because of its combination of the breech 
mechanism claimed by MARTINI with the barrel 
and rifling introduced by Henry. As the barrel 
and rifling may be applied to one system as well as 
to another, they have no necessary connection with 
breech-loading in itself. ManrrTrni, therefore, gives 
to the gun the English have adopted its distinctive 
character. That he is indebted to the Peabody pat- 
ent for whatever is valuable in the invention he 
claims, is clear from a comparison of the two sys- 
tems, as well as from other evidence before us. In 
1865 the Peabody gun was in the possession of the 
Swiss Government. MARTINI then had abundant 
opportunities to examine it, and subsequently re- 
produced it with modifications. Indeed, he did not 
in the beginning claim his gun as an original inven- 
tion. In 1866, at Vienna, he presented to the agent 
of the Peabody rifle the following proposition : 

I, the undersigned, FREDERICK CHEVALIER DE Martini of 
Frauenfeld, in Switzerland,do hereby oblige myself to cede and 
transfer to Messrs. James R. McDonatp & Co., of Ham- 
burg, my invention consisting in an improvement of the Peabody 
breech-loading system |the italics are our own], also all busi- 
ness transactions closed with respect this system within 
three months from this date, say up to February, 1867, to be 
their lawful and exclusive property, in consideration of 
francs. 

This proposition was promptly rejected, the pro- 
prietors of the Peabody preferring to take such action 
as they might think proper when the occasion 
should arise. Attempts to reopen negotiations have 
been frequently made by the representatives of 
MaRrTINI, but nothing acceptable has been offered, 
and the claim of American inventors to the gun 
England has adopted will be vigorously asserted, 
and we hope with success. 

The chronic unwillingness of our English friends 
to confess their dependence upon American ideas 
and American inventions leads them by strange and 
tortuous courses to results that they might reach 
more directly, with great saving not only to their 
reputation for fair dealing, but to their purses as 
well. After the attempt to escape the direct adop-- 
tion of our monitor system, which cost poor CowPER 
Couzs his life as well as his reputation, they have 
come to it at last. They have followed our lead in 
the introduction of heavy guns, and, after blowing 








away great quantities of powder in useless trials, 


have, as we recently showed, been forced finally to 
follow us in the adoption of a powder suitable to 
them. 

These are but examples. We do not wish it to be 
understood that we object to the adoption of our 
ideas abroad; we only ask that when adopted they 
should be adopted squarely and paid for fairly 
where they are the property of private individuals. 








THE cable advises us that the Berlin journals of 
the 25th instant “coutain severe strictures upon 
the pretended neutrality of the United States in the 
recent Franco-Prussian war, and allege that the 
United States Government received $15,000,000 for 
supplies of arms and ammunition shipped to France 
during the war.” It is not to the credit cf our Ger- 
man friends that, after having beaten the French, 
they should upbraid us for not altogether cutting their 
enemies’ acquaintance and refusing to deal with them 
in any shape. The truth is, that the United States did 
not receive one cent for arms shipped by it to 
France. Of the bids which were made for arms 
not one was made by a French house, while on the 
contrary one was made directly on Prussian account. 
While both nations were free to make their proffers, 
it is idle to urge that the United States violated 
neutrality in following a custom which neither 
conflicts with the international law nor the muni- 
cipal regulation common to all civilized States. It 
may have been personal sympathy or public policy 
which inclined General GRANT at last to concede to 
German petitions his prohibition of a further sale of 
Government property ; but it ought at least to be ad- 
mitted that while the sale continued, Prussia had 
the same opportunity as France. Apropos of these 
statements of the German press, their self-con- 
gratulation upon the poor quality of the shoddy 
uniforms exported from America extorts our sym- 
pathy for the imagination of the raconteur”who writes 
home about the French Mobiles out at knee and else- 
where, through the flimsy character of United States 
cloth. The pleasantry would be well enough were 
it founded upon fact. It happens, however, that 
France was in no great strait for army clothing, and 
that her manufacturers were able throughout the 
war to supply the demand for uniforms, at a rate 
even lower than our brokers could send out their 
auction purchases of United States condemned wares. 
There were considerable lots of army clothing in the 
market, consisting largely of uniforms imported for 
the ex-Confederacy, but not one of those could be 
placed low enough to suit the French market. So that 
while Prussia was buying blankets and woollens at 
the English Yorkshire mills, the Mobiles were not 
stark and shivering in American fabrics, but much 
more likely in -German shoddies bought up by 
LEBGUF's favorites before the war began. 





Ir will be seen by the report of court-martial pro- 
ceedings under our Army head, that the court- 
martial at Detroit, of which Paymaster H. C. Pratt 
is president, has decided that a deliberate personal 
attack by an officer on his subordinate in the pres- 
ence of ladies and others, for the offenceof maintain- 
ing his rights in a legal and orderly manner, is not 
disgraceful, nor is it conduct unbecoming an officer 
and a gentleman. They are free to admit, however, 
upon deliberation, that it is conduct prejudicial to 
good order and military discipline. We know noth- 
ing of the facts, except what we learn from the re- 
port of the proceedings of the court and the remarks 
of the reviewing officer, but it seems to us that the 
court drew it rather fine. 








THE committee having in charge the negotiations has 
not yet been able to report the conclusion of arrange- 
ments with the railroad lines leading to Boston for re- 
duced fares for those journeying thither to attend the 
annual reunion of the Society of the Army of the Poto- 
mac. The committee hopes, however, to be able to an- 
nounce through the daily journals that proper concession 
has been obtained from the companies. 





A CORRESPONDENT informs us that on the 4th ef 
March last, between the hours of 10 and 11 a. m, Mr 
and Mrs. Keerl of Fort Bayard, N. M., were murdered 
near Casas Grandes, Old Mexico, by Gile Apache In- 
dians, and were horribly mutilated. Mrs. Betty Keerl, 
who married Mr. Charles Keerl in Santa Fé, N. M., on 
May 9, 1870, was the oldest daughter of Captain John 
Rziha, Fourth Infantry, now in garrison at Paducah, 
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VOLUNTEER CAVALRY.—No. XVI. 
THE LESSONS OF THE DECADE. 
BY A VOLUNTEER CAVALRYMAN. 


Entered accoriing to act of in the year 1871, by W. 
OLB HT Ocoee the othe ef tan obreian of Coneroms at Wash 
REAR GUARDS—RAIDS—PIONEERS. 


In retreats, when forced back, the order of battle with 
covering skirmish lines, dismounted and mounted, alter- 
nating to check the pursuit, has been deseribed in the 
first chapter. It is simply a retrograde battle, with every 
point stubbornly disputed. 

In a retreat in face of the enemy, who merely fol- 
lows in a corps of observation, the regular advanced 
party is transferred to the rear and exercises the same 
duties on inverse principles. They retire slowly, halt- 
ing to fight dismounted if pressed, taking every advan- 


‘tage of ground, and ought to be supported by the 


mounted skirmish line and a battery. By holding on in 
this manner they can often detain the enemy half a day, 
while the rest of the corps goes on at its leisure. A 
single brigade im this manner can easily cover a whole 
corps ; but its commander must keep his eyes well open, 
and the division general ought to be with him with 
plenty of scouts. In returning from a successful raid 
this is particularly necessary, and on such occasions it 
will very often be found requisite to guard both front 
and rear with the brigade advanced parties, as that is 
the time usually selected by the enemy to intercept the 


raiders with heavy forces of infantry. 


As raiding is the operation by which cavalry can be 
made most strategically important during a campaign, 
80 it is also the most difficult operation to conduct with 
undeviating success, and by which to effect results com- 
mensurate in importance with the losses in horseflesh 
from forced marches, and in men and animals in the at- 
tempt to rejoin the army. 

The close of a raid is its point of greatest danger. By 
celerity and secrecy the general may manage to escape the 
enemy and make his march outwardly. He may eyen 
out, his rafiroad, burn the depot he is after, and play the 
devil with the enemy’s communications and supplies ; 
but if he cannot rejoin the army in safety, all his work 
may be thrown away. If he has to cut his way through, 
the losses in men and horses will more than counterbal- 
ance the gains of the raid. 

On his return then, it behooves a cavalry general to be 
ever more wary and watchful than when he set out on 
his raid. His scouts must be on the alert, night and day, 
to find out where the enemy is and what forces are on 
the road to intercept him. Ho must keep his command 
well in hand, his columns as short and broad as the 
ground will admit, feeling his way with the far-reach- 
ing advance scouts and flankers. He should endeavor 
to accumulate three days’ grain from his foraging par- 
ties to last his men through the finnl three days, when 
foraging will be no longer prudent or even possible. 
When the position of the enemy is ascertained, if, his 
force is too heavy to be cut to pieces, he must be deceiv- 
ed as to the direction of the march ; and during the night 
the other flank must be passed. 

It is impossible to give wooden rules for the guidance 
of a raiding general. Briefly, he must be ever vigilant 
and fertile in stratagems, always ready to back out of a 
scrape without loss, and as ready to fight his way in if 
he sees a good chance. General Sheridan was, of all 
others, the most entirely successful raider of the civil 
war. He did immense damage to the enemy on every 
occasion, and always managed to get back in perfect 
safety. His losses in horseflesh from hard marching were 
exceedingly heavy, but the desolate nature of the coun- 
try through which he raided was principally to blame 
for this. Skinned and scraped by the passage of two ar- 
mies, hither and thither, for three long years, the land 


‘ oould not furnish a single ear of corn in many places. In 


those parts of Virginia hitherto untouched we fared 
sumptuously. 


As a contrast in results to this model general’s raids, | #8° 


the expeditions of Stoneman in 1863 and 1864, of Kil- 
patrick in December, 1863, of Wilson and Kautz on the 
left flank of Grant’s army in 1864, are fruitful of lessons. 
Stoneman’s first raid before Chancellorsville killed sev- 
eral hundred horses, cost an immense sum in lost equip- 
ments, and accomplished almost nothing. Transferred 
to the Southwest with Sherman, he was compelled to 
surrender with his whole force while on another raid. 
Kilpatrick’s Richmond raid cost us the loss of Colonel 
Dahlgren and the annihilation of his column, and ac- 
complished as little as Stoneman’s. Wilson and Kautz 
were so roughly handled on their return to the army, 
after a raid otherwise sucessful, that they lost all their 
guns, and their commands only escaped by scattering 
and coming in individually, as luck brought them, while 
more than half were captured. The difference between 
the commanders in ques‘ion and Sheridan lay in one 


word, vigilance. Sheridan was never surprised when’ 


present with his army. He always knew where the 
enemy was, and preferred to surprise him. The other 
generals sufferred all their losses from want of vigilance. 

A cavalry general on a raid must be always awake, or 
at least he must take as little sleep as nature will per- 
mit. He must surround himself with pickets that 
stretch for miles, and keep his corps encamped in as 
small a space as possible. Woods are best for this pur- 
pose, on many accounts. They hide the number of troops, 
furnish fuel for fires, and hitching posts for horses. They 
are easily defensible in case of a surprise or attack, and 
by pushing out the pickets to the edge, of the open 


are fulfilled, viz., wood, water, and security. Water is 
almost invariably to be found in or near the woods, from 
their very nature. Security against attack is gained by 
felling a few trees on the flanks of the camp to entangle 
anenemy. Breastworks can be improvised @ half an 
hour among woods. In the summer, by taking the pre- 
caution to encamp early, and put out fires after dark, a 
whole corps of cavalry may be buried in the woods with- 
out giving a sign of its presence. 

On raids, as at all other times, a pioneer corps will be 
found very essential to the proper protection of a cavalry 
corps. Whether for taking down fences, throwing up 
breastworks, or making bridges, their services are inval- 
uable, The practice during the war was to detail two 
men from each compeny in a regiment, each carrying an 
axe or spade, making twenty-four pioneers to each regi- 
ment, with a sergeant to command them. The cavalry 
corps would thus have a total of four hundred and sixty- 
eight pioneers, an ample force if used together to do 
anything requisite in mending roads, removing obstacles, 
or making bridges. If these pioneers follow brigade 
headquarters habitually, they will be found much more 
available than if left with their regiments. At night 
their only duties should be to pitch the headquarter and 
regimental mess-tents, and they should be excused from 
picket duty. 

With regard to axes for the men to use in camping, 
etc., I am convinced that their issue and carriage would 
pay inthe end. If the squad system is adopted, of sec- 
tions of four to eat and sleep together, the system be- 
ing enforced, number four of each set can carry an axe 
in asling. It ought to be clearly understood that such 
axe belongs to the squad, and is to be carried in turn by 
each member. This allowance will be found to be am- 
ple, and will save much distress when circumstances 
compel the encampment in the open fields. One axe is 
worth a dozen hatchets to cut picket pins and firewood, 
and it is also enough for a squad of four comrades accuse 
tomed to mess together. Its weight in a sling is not 
much, and in dismounted fighting the horse-holder car- 
ries it. In the late war axes were looked upon as person- 
al property in many cases, and much selfishness was dis - 
played in their use. In the squad system this is un- 
known. One man will hold the horses, one cut the pins 
and fire-wood, another carry them down to the horses, 
while the fourth makes the fire. The advantages of co- 
operation and division of labor are as apparent in the 
case of men as of officers. The disadvantages of solitary 
churlishness are as evident. 








THE HORSES OF NEW YORK. 


Tue New York correspondent of the Troy 7imes fur- 
nishes the following horse notes : 


of our rich or our sporting men, and it may be sufficient 
to remark that there are at least one thousand horses of 
blooded stock owned in this city and suburbs. The en- 
tire value of horseflesh owned here, including animals of 
toil, cannot be less than two millions. The showy turn- 
outs in the Central Park keep up a spirited competition, 
and the Park has done much to create the present rage 
for fine horses. Every family that is ambitious of 
tinction must make a show in the dashing array of equi 
ages, and ourffast young men can hardly pass a half- 
hour’s chat without introducing the feats of their “po- 
nies.” Charles Astor Bristed has said that twenty years 
there were but three really fine teams in the city, 
but at present you can count them up until the list be- 
comes wearisome. Since 1850 the price (if not the value) 
of fine horses has increased fourfold, or as a merchant 
would say, 400 per cent. In 1858 “Flora Temple” was 
sold, and such was the popularity of this famous mare 
that she brought what was then considered the enormous 
sum of $8,000, but that looks small now. Just see how the 
figures advance. In 1862 “California Damsel” brought 
By 500 In 1864 Bonner astonished the world by paying 
13,500 for the Auburn horse. But his subsequent prices 
were of astill more astonishing character. In 1866 he paid 
$25,000 for “‘ Young Pocahontas,” and the next year he 
was glad to become the owner of “ Dexter,” even at the 
round price of $33,000. Mr. Bonner had then over $120,- 
000 invested in six animals, whose uncertain value may 
be shown by the fact that the Auburn horse died after 
an illness of a few days, while “Flora Temple” was dis- 
abled by an accident. The prices just mentioned have 
no relation to precise value. en rich men compete 
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ever price may be requived. It does not make any dif 


ground the grand requirements of a perfect camp ground | 


I do not propose to notice the various establishments | Y°@? 


ference to Bonner what he pays for a horse. He simply 
gives & piece of bearing somé figures, signed with 

is name, with the addition of a cancelled revenue stamp. 
This is a easy way to get a horse, and whether the 
figure be 000 or more is not the slighest importance, 
so long as the auimal be secured. Indeed, the owner of 
Dexter made a mistake in nof asking a higher price. 
Commodore Vanderbilt was desirous of making the 
same purchase, aad the figures might have been $50,000 
instead of $33,000. Well, it would not have required any 
more ink after all. From $33,000 to $100,000 may seem 
a large step, and yet the latter price is demanded for the 
famous “ Hambletonian,” whose colts are now among 
the best trotters in the country. 

The rivalry between Bonner and Commodore Vander- 
bilt has been the chief cause of the present enormous 
prices. ‘I'hey have contested the distinction of owning 
the fleetest animals in the world, and have been ready 
to bid against each other to any extent. Thus far Bon- 
ner has been successful, and the reason probably is be- 
cause the Commodore did not dream that any man had 
the nerve to distance his’ figures. In this he was mis- 
taken, and his mistake cost him the envied pre-eminence. 
He did not know Bonner. The latter indeed has been a 
constant puzzle to the world, and has proven himself in 
literature what Vanderbilt is in Wall street, thoug! the 
Commodore can beat him swearing. Bonner has the 
finest stud of fast horses on record, Alexander the 
Great, who had the most famous horse of ancient days, 
would be surprised could he come to life again and stand 
with his Bucephalus amid this group of wonderful . 
animals which now signalizes the success of the Ledger 


man. 
It is at Dubois Club House in Harlem Lane that the 
ing men meet more frequently than anywhere else. 
he term “lane” is a misnomer here, since Har- 
lem Lane is a broad highway well adapted to rivalry in 
Here General Grant was invited shortly after . 


the close of the’ Rebellion to inspect the finest array of 


horseflesh in America. On this occasion Bonner, Van- 
derbilt, and a dozen lesser names met the General, and it 
is probable that afiner show of horses hus ‘never been 
seen in America. Harlem Lane is the favorite place for 
testing moet and showifg skill in the use of “ the rib- 
bons.” It is no place for a jog trot or anything of that 
kind. Such will be tolerated in the Central Park, but 
the lane is the place for bold riders and for impetuous 
steeds. 








THE ARMY AND NAVY CLUB. 

THE Army and Navy Club has been finally organized 
by the adoption of a constitution and by-laws, and by 
the election of the officers provided for by this constitu- 
tion. The club now numbers something over one hun- 
dred members ; a club house has been secured, and there 
is every. prospect of its full success if economically 
managed. We say economically managed, because it is 
well known that it is the want of due care in establish- 
ing a proper scale of expenditure at the outset that has 
made shipwreck of so many similar organizations. We 
hope the club will be wise enough not to undertake to 
burden itself with the responsibility of a restau- 
rant, which is so uniformly a source of leakage. Provi- 
sion must of course be made for the accommodation of 
members in this respect, but we understand it is the in- 
tention of the managers of the Army and Navy Club to 
make a contract with some one who will cater for the 
house, and relieve them of all responsibility for his ex- 
penditures. 

A furnished house has been secured.for the club on 
the corner of Fifth avenue and Ninth street, at an an- 
nual rental of $4,100; the rent for the same house last 
year having been over $7,000. It was the unusually fa- 
vorable opportunity presented for securing a suitable 
house at a moderate rental that determined the location 
of the club, which will doubtless be changed another 


Under the provisions of the constitution, which we 
give below, the control of the affairs of the club is com- 
mitted to a board of managers consisting of the follow- 
ing gentlemen, whose names were presen ted by a nomi- 
nating committee consisting of Generals Graham, Kid- 
doo, and Shaler, Colonel Church, and Paymaster Barry, 
and who were unanimously elected : 

Managers for one year—Generals H, G. Wright, Van 
Alen, Shaler, and Aspinwall, Admiral Godon. 

Managers for (cv years—Generals Cullum and Davies, 
Paymaster Barry, Colonel Reese, and Captain Coster. 

Managers for three years—Generals Burnside, W. F. 
Smith, and Kiddoo, Commodore Le Roy, and Colonel 
Morg:.n. 

Tl.c members of the board were divided as above by 
lot after their election. Admiral Godon was chosen by 
them president of the club, General Wright vice-presi- 
dent, Colonel Morgan secretary, and General Davies 
treasurer. We present the constitution of the club be- 
low, omitting the by-laws, which have in them nothing 
to indicate the distinctive character of the organization. 

Name.—This association shall be called the Army and Navy Club. 

OxszEct.—lIts object shall be to promote social inter,ourse among 
its members; to ide them with the conveniences of a club- 
house; to ish and maintain a library devoted to military and 
naval subjects, and a collection of military and naval trophies ; and 
to ext ity to officers of the Army and Navy of the 
United States and of other countries. 

Nu —The ber of resident members shall not exceed 
one thousand, 


ManaGEmMEenT.—1. A committee of managers, consisting of fifteen 
elected by the club, shall control the affairs of 
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the time of the next annual meeting. 2. A quorum of the com- 
mittee of managers shall consist of = members. 3. The com- 
mittee of managers shall annually elect from its members (and 
may at any time remove and replace), for officers, a president, a 
vice-president, a treasurer, and a secretary, which officers shall, to- 
gether with three other members.of the committee of managers, 
eligible and removable in like manner, constitute a house: commit- 
tee, 4. The committee of managers shall from time to time make 
by-laws, rules, and regulations on matters not herein determined. 
5. The committee of managers shall from time t3 time prescribe in 
whom the property of the club shall be vested, and how and by 
whom it shall be held and erred. 6. The committee of man- 
agers shall have power to organize this club under an act of the 
Legislature. 7. The interpretation of the constitution’ and by- 
laws shall rest with the committee of m: = * commit- 
tee of managers chosen at the first election shall divide itself by lot 
into three classes of five members each. first class shall 
deemed to have been elected and shall hold their office until the 
second Tuesday of J mre 1874; the second class shall be deemed 
to have been elected and shall hold office until the second Tuesday 
of January, 1873; and the third class shall be deemed to have been 
elected and shall hold office until the second. Tuesday of January, 
1872; and thereafter, and at each annual election to be held on the 
second Tuesday of January in each year, five members of the com- 
mittee of managers to hold office three years shall be voted for to 
supply the place of the class retiring each year, and such additional 
number as may be necessary to fill vacancies, to hold office during 
the remainder of the terms of the members whose places they fill. 

PrEstipeENT.—The president of the club, or in his absence the 
vice-president, shall authorize the call of all meetings of the com- 
mittee of managers, and shall have powér to call special meetings 
of the club at the request of four of the committee of managers or 
of twenty members of the club. 

SrcreTARY.—The secretary of the club shall notify each member 
of the managing committee of all its meeti and each member of 
the club of every meeting of the club, issue all other authorized no- 
tices to members, make and keep a true record of all meetings of 
the committee of managers and of the club, have custody of the 
constitution, by-laws, and corporate seal of the club, and conduct 
all correspondence. 

TreasuRER.—The treasurer of the club shall be charged with the 
collection and custody of the funds of the club, and their disburse- 
ment under the direction of the house committee, and at the eon- 
clusion of his term of office, and at such other times as it may be 
required, shall make a full written report to the committee of man- 

ers. 

Hovst Commirrer.—The house committee shall purchase all 
articles used in the club, fix the price of articles sold in the club, 
and in general transact its current business and regulate its inter- 
nal economy. 

Inspection or Rtcorps anp Accounts.—Any member of the 
managing committee may at all times examine the records of the 
secretary and inspect the accounts of the treasurer. 

Apmissions.—To be eligible for admission to the club, it is re- 
quired that the candidate should be a commissioned officer of the 
Army, the Navy, or the Marine Corps of the United States, or that he 
should have served as a commissioned officer in the military or naval 
service of the United States,and have been honorably discharged 
from such service, and shall never have been guilty of disloyalty to 
the United States. Every candidate for admission into the club 
must be twenty-one years of age ; be proposed by two members, not 
then members of the committee of managers, to the committee of 
managers, and his name and residence with the names of his pro- 
pom be posted on a conspicuous bulletin board in the club-house 

y the secretary for two full weeks before balloting; two black 
balls shall be sufficient to exclude any candidate, but any member 
of the committee may, before adjournment, move the reconsidera- 
tion of a vote of admission or rejection. All votes, conversations, 
and debates on the subject of admissions, exclusions, and expul- 
sions shall be held by the committee in honorable seerecy. Every 

rson thus elected by the committee of managers must, within 
thirty days after being informed of it by the secretary, pay to the 
treasurer his admission fee and first year’s dues, an dhall then 
and not otherwise be a member of theclub. Balloting for members 
shall take place only at stated monthly meetings of the committee 
of managers. No person who has been once ex¢luded shall be 
éligible for ballot within a year from the date of such exclusion. 

Ricuts anD Duties oF Meusers.—1. All members of the club 
shall be entitled to equal rights and privileges in the club-house. 
2. Every member of the club shall pay an admission fee of $50 and 
the annual dues of $30 for the current year at the time of joining 
the club, and thereafter annual dues of $30 payable in advance on 
the lst day of May in each year. 3. Any member who shall neglect 
to pay his admission fee or dues for more than three months, orany 
other indebtednes: to the club on demand, shall cease to be a mém- 
ber of the club, and cannot be reinstated in his membership except 
by vote of the committee of managers and payment of all arrears. 
Members residing at a greater distance than sixty miles from tiie 
city of New York for a period of not less than one year my, on 
giving notice to the treasurer, be discharged of liability for dues 

uring the time such absence from the city of New York shall con- 
tinue, and no member excused from payment of dues by reason of 
absence or non-residence shall be entitled to vote at any meeting of 
the club. Any member shall forfeit his membership to the club 
whose conduct shall be pronounced by a vote of the committee of 
managers to have endangered or be likely to endanger the welfare, 
interest, or character of the club. Any member having complaints 
or suggestions to make as to the management of the club must do 
so in writing to the house committee. No member shall take any 
property whatsoever belonging to the club from the club-house 
except on the authority of a resolution of the managing committee. 
Any member wishing to resign shall make his resignation in writ- 
ing to the secretary. It shall be the duty of every member to pay 
all charges which he has incurred before leaving the club-house. 
No member shall receive any profit, salary, or emolument from the 
funds of the club on any pretence or in any manner whatsoever. 
No member shall give any gratuity to any servant of the club. All 
rights and interests of a member in the property and privileges of 
the club shall cease with the termination of his membership. 

Meetines.—The members of the club shall hold an annual meet- 
ing on the second Tuesday of January in each year, and such spe- 
cial meetings as may be called pursuant to this constitution. 2. 
At no meeting of the club shall any subject be introduced or dis- 
cussed which does not relate directly to its affairs. 

IntTRoDUCTIONS.—Members may introduce persons not members 
of the club in accordance with such regulations as may be prescribed 
by the committee of management. The President of the United 
States, members of his Cabinent, Governors of States or Territories, 
officers of the armies or navies of foreign countries may be admitted 
to the club-house on request of any member, for a period of not 
more than three months, by a vote of the committee of managers 
Diplomatic agents of foreign countries accrsdited to the Govern- 
ment of the United States shall enjoy the privileges of the club 
during the period of their official residence in the United States, 
and it shall be the duty of the secretary to notify them upon their 
arrival of this provision of the constitution. 

Tue Civus-Hovse.—The club-house must be open every day for 
the reception of members at 7 4.m™. No member shall be admitted 
between 2 and 7 a. m.; but members in the house at any time are 
not to be influenced as to their departure by this or any rule. No 
games shall be played in the club on Sunday, and no round game 
or game of hazard at any time, and no person shall bet more than 
five dollars on any game. 

AMENDMENT oF CossTITUTION.—-To amend this constitution, the 
pru amendment shall be subscribed by at least ten members, 
and by them presented to the president, who shall cause the pro- 
posed amendment with the signatures thereto to be for 
thirty days on two conspicuous bulletin boards in the club-house, 
and shall bring it before the committee of managers at their next 
meeting thereafter. In case the committee of managers by a two- 
thirds vote recommend its , the shall issue notices 
enclosing a copy of the amendment to all the resident members of 
the club, and a vote of two-thirds uf all the resident members 
present at the next annual meeting-on the second Tuesday of Jan- 
ey thereafter, or at a special meeting to be called for the purpose, 

in fayor of the proposed amendment, shall be requisite for its 
passage. 








THE German Correspondent says :. “ In certain quarters 
a disposition is shown greatly to overestimate the strate- 
gical importance of Luxemburg: indeed some German 
journalists have stated that, since the French hive been 
permitted to retain Longwy, Metz itself would’ be * al- 
most worthless could they obtain possession of the nen- 
tral fortress. Now, thiscan never happen until they 


‘have defeated the German armies, and even then Luxem- 


burg would still be protected by a European guarantee, 
but supposing that this were not the case, we cannot 
grant that the danger is so great as is imagined. Long- 
wy is calculated for a garrison of 3,000 men, and Luxem- 
burg, while it was one of the federal fortresses of Ger- 
many, might have contained from 7,000 to 10,000 sol- 
diers, In former times, when even large armies con- 
sisted of from 50,000 to 80,000 men, both were therefore 
places of great importance. In modern warfare they 
are of very small account. While a German army oecu- 
pies Metz, no French general will. think of threatening 
it by marching by Montmédy, Longwy, and Luxemburg, 


attack, which they could only escape by passing the Bel- 
ian frontier. While Metz was in the hands of the 
rench, Luxemburg hada certain strategical importance 
as a point of support in the flank operations of German 
troops against a French army moving forward on, the 
line Mayence, Coblentz, Saarlouis ; though late improve- 
ments in siege artillery had done much to diminish its 
value. In future such operatioris will be unnecessary. 
Indeed, the vast scale of modern ‘military movements 
has altered the whole art of war; and isolated points 
like Luxemburg will never regain the value they once 
possessed.” 


THE TEMPER OF UNITED GERMANY. 


WE snubjoin the text of the address to his Majesty the 
German Emperor, which was approved of and adopted 
April 30 by all the fractions of the Reichstag, with the 
single exception of the clerical party, who introduced 
the draft of another address which differed principally in 
omitting the passage which insists on non-intervention, 
to which they objected on account of its bearing on the 
Roman question. In the debate which followed, the 
point chiefly discussed was whether the intervention of 
the German Empire in the internal affairs of other States 
should be excluded on principle or not. The Bundes- 
rath took no part in the debate. After a long disoussion 
the proposal of the clericals was negatived by a large 
majority, and the address adopted by 243 to 63 votes: 


Most dllustrious and mighty Emperor ! 

Most gracious Emperor and Master! 

Guided by a gracious Providence, your Majesty and 
the united German people have succeeded in realizing 
the aspirations of our predecessors and the hopes of the 
present generation. The German Empire has been re- 
established on a more solid foundation than ever, and 
the nation is resolved to maintain it in the plenitude of 
its strength, and to promote its development in the paths 
of liberty and peace. 

May your Majesty please to accept the gratitude 
of an entire nation to its illustrious commander and to 
the heroic courage and self-devotion of the German army 
—gratitude for those noble deeds of arms, by which not 
only present danger has been averted, but our future in- 
sured against the recurrence of similar périls. Indeed, 
the new and strong frontier we have gained, still more 
than the defeats our neighbors have undergone, will im- 
pose on the latter prudence and moderation in the time 
to come. 

The cruel sufferings to which France is still exposed, 
in addition to the miseries inseparable from war, con 
firm the truth, often ignored but never with impunity, 
that in the community of civilized nations even the most 
powerful can escape serious perturbations in no other 
way than by wisely restricting itself to a complete de- 
velopment of its internal being and existence. 

Germany also, in past centuries, when its rulers were 
guided by traditions of foreign origin, nurtured’ the 
germs of its own decline by interfering in the. affairs 
of other nations. The new Empire owes, its birth to 
that self-conscious spirit of the people which, having 
armed itself solely for defence, is entirely devoted to the 
works of peace. In her relations with other peoples 
Germany asks no more for her citizens than that respect 
whith is due to them by custom and public law, while, 
unswayed by either predilection or antipathy, she will 
cheerfully accord to every nationthe right of complet- 
ing its own unity, and of choosing, in its own way, the 
politicul organization it prefers. The days for meddling 
with the internal life of other nations are past, and we 
hope will never return, inany form or under any pretext. 

We will, with great pleasure, lend your Majesty our 
concurrence in accomplishing the pressing duties impos- 
ed on us by the war which has just terminated, and the 

rmanent labors demanded by the Constitution of the 

mpire. All our efforts shall be at first directed towards 
healing the wounds left by the war, and in discharging 
the debt of the country towards those who have shed 
their blood and sacrificed their health in its defence. 

We shall carefully consider all the bills submitted to 
us. It is not surprising that the war should have delay- 
ed the preparations for regular legislation, nor does this 
fact diminish our hope that the legislature of ‘the Ger- 
man Empire may prove as fruitful as that of the North 
German Confederation has been. The copious introduc- 
tion of North-German laws into the Southern States 
increases our confidence in the harmonious co-operation 
of all the members of the Empire, also of the organs 
whose purpose it is to represent the separate States. 

We learn with satisfaction that first the requirements 
of the Empire and then the just claims of, its members 
are to be satisfied out of the war indemnity. 

The German nation is animated by the warmest feel- 
ings of fraternal sympathy for the prosperity of the ter- 
ritory which has been regained for Germany. The no- 
blest monuments of German culture and popular life re- 
call the memories.of a German past in Alsace and Lor- 
raine. A long Alienation has obliterated many traces of 
a fruitful thousand yeurs of German history, bit the ma- 
jority of the people still retain our language and habits 
of life.’ ‘Muy legislation and administration co-operate 
i ishing these relations in every, WAY, in con 
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tributing to the revival of a German spirit, and in 


as by so doing he would expose his troops to a_ flank [ 


strengthening the ties which once more unite these no- 
ble provinces to the rest of Germany, by reconciling the 
sympathies of their inhabitants. In this spirit we shall 
apply ourgelves to the task of creating or preparing the 
foundations of a new-order of things. 

Your Imperial Majesty, the unity of the German Em- 
pire was necdssary to sitigfy, Germany and to secure the 
safety of Hurope. That unity has been gained, and the 
Empire is firmly established under the protection of the 
Emperor, and the rule of the constitution and the law. 
The German people now cherish no higher aspiration 
than to prove themselves victors in the rivalry for the 


blessings of liberty and peace. 
_ Your Imperial Maj y’s most loyal and obedient sub- 
jects, THE GERMAN REICHSTAG. 








THE VALUE OF UNIVERSAL TRAINING. 
(From the London Spectator, March 12.) 


WE firmly believe that mili for a le 
year, or even i half Ps (pote ehevabe the Brith 
people more than any other change which could - 
bility be introduced by legislation—would be hb 
in all good effects to five years of ordinary education. 
It would, to begin with, immensely increase — their 
physical power. Twelve months of regular and full 
diet, perfect sobriety, and moderate work in the open air 
would increase the weight of ordinary town lads by one- 
third, and of country lads by one-fifth, would 
widen their chests, strengthen their muscles, and 
induce that habit of health which town men find it 
so difficult to gain and villagers to lose. During that 
period they would learn to walk, to carry themselves, to 
obey orders and give orders promptly and quietly, to act 
in concert, and above all, to rely upon the action of their 
fellows. Cleanliness, self-respect, and _ self-restraint 
would become habits with the very lowest, and the first 
principles of civilization, order, mutual respect, and the 
possibility of self-sacrifice would be carried to the bottom 
of our society, to those classes whom all our efforts have 
hitherto tailed to’ reach. All classes serving alike, the 
respect of all for each other must deepen, and, as we find 
in the volunteers, good feeling take the | lace of the suse 
picious dislike which arises only from Ba sere mg 
Every camp would be a school for the ‘practical virtues, 
and there is no reason whatever why it should not also 
be a school for education in the ordinary sense. We 
should have got hold of the people at last, and might as 
reasonably insist on attendance at the evening classes as 
at the morning drill. If the system were wisely worked, 
as it would be, for the father of every lad instructed 
would be an elector, the lads, so far from losing any- 
thing, either in time or money, would go away far 
stronger, healthier, and abler, as much better fitted for 
the battle of life as an educated man is better fitted 
than a boor, yet without the effeminacy of habit which 
some men fear asaresult of universal education. A 
man does not cart muck the worse because he has been 
drilled to walk instead of slouching, because he is a man 
instead of alout; nor will he work less effectively at a 
trench because he understands how easily men can under 
certain rules be madeto-work together. The moral gain 
would be something indescribable. There is vo reason 
what ever why such acamp should not be a well-ordered 
home, in which drunkenness, or unchastity, or insubor- 
dination would be as infamous as theft or cruelty now 
is. Tonecan be spread in a camp asin a great school, 
and the wiser part of English philanthropy would con- 
centrate itself on the county camps as its natural field. 

The gain to the individual would be inestimable, nor 
would the gain to the State be less. Theianhood of 
the kingdom would not, as in Prussia or France, be 
wasted in military service, but every man would be 
competent to defend the country, would understand 
what soldiership meant, would be in a position to decide 
whether the professional life would suit him. He would 
have lived the life himself under its best conditions, 
and the result would be, we feel certain, such a supply 
of “recruits” that the whole of our barbarous system 
might be swept away; the men enlisted, as officers are 
enlisted, for as long as they are wiling to serve, and dis- 
missal made, as in every other trade, a sufficient penalty 
for any offence not requirin, the intervention of a magis- 
trate. Even as matters stand, the difficulty of getting 
men is one chiefly of ourown creating. Eight shillings 
a week and “all found” would give us the control of 
the whole unskilled labor of the kingdom, and cort us 
less even then than we waste in the departments—would 
be, in fact, only £2,500,000 a year in wages for every 
100,000 men and non-commissioned officers, a sum quite 
within our means. Imagine terms like those 
among a people who already know all the disagreeable 
part of a soldier's training, who would need nothing but 
practice to be solid soldiers! England would be as safe 
as Prussia and as powerful without a vast standing army, 
and without any new temptation to go to war. 
military chiefs talk very wisely of the necessity for an 
elastic system; but what elasticity could be equal to 
that of an army, say of 100,000 men, which could be 
doubled in a week by the introduction of men individ- 
ually as well trained as they need to be, twice as well 
trained, for example, as two-thirds of the men who fol- 
lowed Wellington at Waterloo, and which, in the event 
of invasion, could rely on successive draughts from the 
whole population ? 

But even in England, with our extravagent ways, the 
cost of an army fully equipped and y for service 
ought not to exceed £120 a year per man, or six times 
the amount of wages given to the men themselves. 
Nothing but mismanagement can bring it above that 
figure, and that allows £12,000,000 for the 

army. The, county training schools, on the other 
hand, needing neither te departments nor separate 
scientific services, ought not, on the very highest cal- 
culation, one even tly high, to cost more than 
£20 a head for six months’ drill. is to say, able 
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menace from the world, that would make us once more 
a great power, and that would civilize instead of de- 
moralizing the people, for the very money we are now 
expending 


in order to accomplish so little. 
THE NATIO 














AL GUARD. 
A Pusuic Dri, Competition, axp Hor.—The State 
Arrenal, Brooklyn, on the evening of the 28th ult., was well 
filled with a select audience, assembled to witness a closing 
drill of Company K, Twenty-third regiment, a competition 
for a prize medal, and to participate in a pleasant hop, which 
fitly terminated the military proceedings. The arsenal was 
decorated very handsomely with tricolored buuting, which 
was gracefully festooned on either side, and hung over the 
gas jets. These decorations were similar, and undoubtedly 
remained fixed through the courtesy of Company B, whose 
exhibition occurred a few evenings previous. The regi- 
mental band was in attendance, and, under the joint direc- 
tion of Messrs. Papst and Conterno, well rendered many 
exquisite selections. At 8:30 o’clock the music struck up 
march, and soon thereaiter the company made its appear- 
ance, parading fourteen files, under the command of Captain 
Robert P. Lyon. The company movem=nts were exceedingly 
brief, probably occupying less ‘han twenty minutes, and 
were most simple in their execution. The music in the outset 
somewhat interfered with the proper understanding of the 
orders given, so that the men did not appear generally to 
good advantage. After the music ceased, however, the com- 
pany did much better, although'the drill throughout was 
only ordinary. We presume no extraordinary preparations 
were made for this drill; at least we trust not for the good 
reputation of the company. Not that the drill was inferior in 
itself, but it was not one to impress us with a sense of superior 
excellence as an exhibition, or perhaps more properly a 
public drill. Captain Lyon is new in command, is the 
youngest commandant in the regiment, and withal gives 
every indication of general excellence. He has individual 
‘‘snap,’? many commendable characteristics of a good soldier, 
but the men evidently have not yet become accustomed to 
his command, all of which will come in good time. 
At the termination of the company drill the competitors 
for the “ Partridge ’’ medal were called to the front. This 
gold medal was offered about a year ago by Captain (now 
Major) Partridge to any member of the company who at the 
close of the season should exhibit, before proper judges ap- 
pointed, the most efficiency in drill. The names of thirteen 
men were then called by Captain Lyon, the men stepping 
two paces to the front. Colonel R. C. Ward, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Farnham, and Major Partridge were the judges ; and 
the squad was exercised in the manual and facings. It is, as 
it has often proved on trials of this nature, a difficult and 
tedious task to select the best drilled man from a squad 
when there is a general similarity in the drill. On this occa- 
sion it was evident at the offset that at least one half should 
have fallen to the rear, yet the judges were some time in de- 
ciding who should be the unfortunate men. After some 
fifteen minutes’ trial the names of six were called, and they 
were counted out of the competition, the remaining seven con- 
tinuing the contest. For these men we had much sympathy, 
for it was evident that their nerves were strung to the high- 
est point, and some doubtless would have willingly been 
** gounted out,” even if only to wipe the perspiration from 
their brows. The captain unintentionally, doubtless, was 
spare of the ‘‘in place rest,’’ and while consulting with the 
judges almost invariably left the squad at a ‘‘ parade rest.” 
The contestants were finally reduced to three, two ranking 
sergeants and « corporal; the second of whom, in our 
opinion, should have fallen to the rear with the first squad, 
for his position was not good, his manual faulty, and his 
equipments not adjusted properly. ‘These then contested 
for some length, and were finally all ordered to their positions 
in the ranks. Captain Lyon then called forward Corporal 
Ww. A. Cook, who was greeted with most applause. Major 
Partridge then in eloquent although almost inaudible terms 
presented the medal, Captain Lyon responding for his com- 
pany. This over, dancing followed, and the members and 
their numerous friends enjoyed a few pleasant hours sociably. 


Tue TairteentTa’s ‘‘ Lert.’’—On the evening of the 27th 
ult. the left wing of this command, comprising Companies A, 
C, EB, F, and I, assembled at the State Arsenal, Brooklyn, 
for drill and instruction. Colonel Mason was in command, 
ably assisted by Lieutenant-Colonel Briggs, Major Daniell, 
and Acting Adjutant Coit, detailed from CompanyI. The 
wing assembled ten files front, but for convenience the bat- 
talion was divided into six commands, having a frontage of 
eight files. This wing apparently was an exception to the 
general rule of left wings, of which we spoke in our last 
issue, being by far superior in drill to that of the right wing. 
It was particularly noticeable that Colonel Mason’s endeavors 
to increase the steadiness of his command have‘ not been 
wasted, as was very evident at this drill. the men appearing 
to most excellent advantage. As we have spoken so fre- 
quently of this defect in the Thirteenth, we t but ex- 
press our gratification at its gradual accomplishment, and 
trust the commander will continue ‘improvement in this 
very essential portion of a soldier's duty. The movements 
at this drill comprised marching in line, column of fours, 





wheeling into line on the march, closing in mass, manual of 


erms, etc. Many of these movements were repeated a num- 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


ber of times by the colonel to insure precision, wheeling into 
line being repeated no less than ten times before it suited 
the carefal battalion instructor. The principal defect in 
this execution was the continuous loss of distance, company 
guides being invariably at fault. Commandants of compa- 
nies should be more careful in watching these guides, and 
see that they observe the proper distance, for on these men 
mainly depends precision of execution. On this occasion, and 
to our surprise in so good a regi ent, many of the company 
guides seemed to have a very indefinite ijea of the distance 
required, even for so small a front as eight files. These 
errors were extremely palpable, and without excuse, when 
it is considered that this is the usual equalization at battalion 
drills in this room. While there was a reason, there was no 
excuse for these frequent repetitions of a move ment to insure 
correctness. This same defect was also observable at the 
drill of the right wing, and if anything more; glaringly 
manifested. The marching in line was aitogether excellent ; 
in fact, the best we have ever observed in this command. 
The marching in column of fours and company was likewise 
remarkably good. Closing in mass and deployments were 
generally well executed, and far superior to those of the 
right wing ; and the execution of the manual was exceedingly 
fair, as it always is in this regiment. Many of the members, 
however, have very little knowledge as to the proper mode 
of stacking arms. As many regiments of the National Guard 
fail in this respect, we would advise the company command- 
ers of this as well as other regiments to practise more fre- 
quently in this portion of the school of the soldier. It is not 
the duty of a regimental commander to instruct the men in 
this portion of the drill at least, and it gives a bad impression 
to a spectator when he observes the colonel, through com- 
pulsion and for the credit of the whole regiment, instructing 
men in the simple execution of stacking arms. Yet Colonel 
Mason of sheer necessity did this in the inst of the d 
company in line, at this drill. Toward the close of the drill 
the battalion was formed for the ceremony of review. This 
was merely an informal exercise of the battalion, and mainly 
for practice in saluting. The salutes of the officers were as a 
whole good, but not a few failed to preserve the prescribed 
six paces from the point of review indicated by a guidon. 
The drill, in spite of the criticisms we have made, was the 
best witnessed by us of the Thirteenth this season, and a 
very creditable exhibition for a regiment and wing which 
has had so few battalion drills during this time. The right 
and left wing are about equal in the manual and general 
steadiness, but in other details the left is superior. Acting 
Adjutant Coit performed his duties very satisfactorily. He 
is a young officer, and was called on unexpectedly; 
but he was evidently equal to the emergency. The re— 
giment held its closing drill at the arsenal on Thursday 
evening last, on which occasion the presentation of veteran 
medals took place. 

First Inrantry.—This command paraded at the State 
Arsenal in full uniform on the evening of April 28, for prac- 
tice in ceremonies and battalion movements: The regiment 
assembled eight commands of ten files front, under the im- 
mediate command of Colonel Perley, Li t-Colonel 
Webster, and Major Perley, the colonel’s twin brother, like- 
wise being present and aiding the commander. The assembly 
was very promptly answered by the men, and the line formed 
for dress parade, which ceremony most Luckily was performed 
well, the men appearing very steady and to good advan- 
tage. The band and drum corps were in attendance, and 
after the dress parade a review was introduced, Brigadier— 
General Varian, accompanied by his staff, receiving the 
compliment. The Third brigade commander and the mem- 
bers of his staff were in full dress uniform, and, as usual, at- 
tracted no little attention and favorable comments. The 
review was very fairly conducted, the alignments and the 
distances very commendable. The battalion movements which 
followed were generally well performed, the battalion on the 
whole accquitting itself in good style. Now thatthe First has 
good and improved quarters, we look ‘for increased numbers, 
and from the turnout on this occasion we think it begins to 
manifest itself. The uniforms and equipments were ap- 
parently in a good state of preservation, and the com:nand 
had a very clean and trim appearance. The First is a small 
but jaunty command, and always makes a good exhibition 
on parade. The proceedings were very militarily closed 
with a dress parade. 

The Veterans of the Ninth Volunteers (Hawkins 
Zouaves) hold a meeting at the regimental armory of the 
First on the eveningof the 15th, to make arrangements for 
some suitable celebration of the departure of this famous 
corps for the war in 1861. There should be a large atten- 
dance. 

Firta Brieape, Seconp Division.—The several regiments 
composing this brigade, Brigadier-General Dakin command- 
ing, areordered to assemble on Prospect Park parade ground, 
Brooklyn, May 22, for instruction in the school of the bat- 
talion and in the evolutions of a brigade. Commanding 
officers of regiments will report with their respective com- 
mands to the acting chief of staff on the ground at half-past 
9 o'clock A. mM, The commanding officer of the separate 
troop cavalry will report with his troop, mounted, to the bri- 
gade commander at these headquarters, at half-past 8 o’clock 
4. u. Drill by battalion in such movements as may be in. 
dicated by the brigade commander will commence at fifteen 
minutes before 10 o’clock. Brigade line will be formed at 
fifteen minutes before 2 o'clock. Commanding officers wil‘ 
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make the usual return of present and absent to these 
headquarters on or before May 29. Field officers, adjutants, 
and the brigade staff will assemble in uniform at these head- 
quarters on the 16th instant, at 8 o’clock Pp. m., for instrue- 
tion. The brigade will be reviewed by Major-General 
Woodward, commanding Second division N. G. S. N. Y., at 
half-past 4 o’clock. The commanding officer has assigned a 
portion of the headquarters building on the ground to the 
use of ladies and gentlemen presenting cards of admission 
from the brigade commander. All persons are forbid selling 
or in any manner furnishing spirituous liquors on the ground 
to the soldiers of this command, under penalty of being 


placed under guard during the time the brigade may be on 
duty. 











Srxra Regiment.—The members of this regiment are or- 
dered to assemble at the regimental armory in full-dress uni- 
form, white belts, on Monday evening, the 15th inst., at 7:30 
o’clock, to celebrate the fifty-seventh anniversary of the or- 
ganization of the regiment. 


Twetrra Inrantry.—This regiment paraded in full dress 
uniform ut the State Arsenal, on the evening of the 27th ult. 
Colonel Ward was in command, Lieutenant-Colonel Gilder- 
sleeve and the regiment’s inimitable adjutant were also in 
attendance. The battalion after consolidation presented a 
front of eight commands of ten files, and made a very hand- 
some appearance. After formation of line the battalion 
was exercised in a few movements which were mainly con- 
fined to portions of parts I.,II., and IIl., School of the Bat- 
talion, including, of course, the manual of arms. The 
movements generally were very smoothly performed and 
showed study and improvement on the many previous efforts 
of this command during the past season. The Twelfth is 
one of the hardest working regiwents in the division, and if 
the number of battalion drills held during the season and the 
exertions of capable field offic ers could have their legitimate 
effect, the Twelfth would really be the best drilled regiment 
in the State. But this is not the case, for many obvious 
reasons. It, however, can execute more movements of an 
extended nature, and in a smoother style, than the majority 
of the regiments of the First division, if not excel them all. 
This knowledge Las been obtained mainly by constant drill- 
ing by battalion, and if the work of the company officers had 


only been as thorough as its field, or had the 
companies worked with the same interest and zeal 
as the ‘‘Webster Guard,’ or Company E, the old 


Twelfih to-day would stand at the head of the class among 
the well—drilled organizations of the National Guard. The 
material of the Twelfth is good, and generally very reliable; 
but, like many regiments, it can bear considerable increase 
in its strength ; and we trust the inducements offered by 
the field officers will lead to a visible increase in every com— 
pany throughout the regiment. 

While these inducements are held forth in good faith by 
the field officers, we do not think the companies of the 
Twelfth should require any particular incentive for increas- 
ing their numbers. Every member should constitute a re. 
cruiting committee in himself, and take individual interest 
enough to continually add to the company’s strength. The 
review which followed, Lieutenant-Colonel Gildersleeve in 
command, was well executed, the salutes generally exceed- 
ingly fair, a few only'ungraceful. The battalion while in line 
at ‘ parade rest’’ neverlooked more steady, and its handsome 
appearance elicited applause from the large number of spe- 
tators who, despite the unpleasant weather, were in atten- 
dance. The military exercises were altogether satisfactory, 
and we trust will be equalled if not excelled on the occasion 
of the full dress and closing drill which takes place at the 
arsenal on Monday evening next. 


TwENTY-sECOND InrantRy.—This command assembled at 
its armory on the evening of April 28 for an informal dress 
parade, review, and inspection; also for instruction in bat- 
talion movements. Colonel Porter was in command, assisted 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Brown. The regiment paraded in 
fatigue uniform, with knapsacks (overcoats rolled), and num- 
bered niae commands of eighteen files front. The military 
exercises were preceded by the ceremony of a dress parade, 
which was well performed. The command was then turned 
over to the lieutenant-colonel, and the regiment was reviewed 
by its commander, the troops passing in quick and double 
time. This ceremony was performed very irregularly. For 
this irregularity we must hold the lieutenant-colonel entirely 
responsible. He opened ranks correctly, and gave the salute 
very properly. After the colonel, accompanied by his staff, 
had passed around the line, and had again taken position in 
front, the lieutenant-colonel instead of closing ranks again 
presented the battalion. He then gave the command “ Close 
order,’’ and immediately thereafter and while the regiment 
was in line gave the order ‘* Pass in review, by company 
right wheel,’’ adding ‘Forward, guide right.”’ The order 
should of course have been ‘‘ By company right wheel,” and, 
after they had halted and been dressed by company com- 
manders, =“ Pass in review, forward,’’ ete. This series of 
wrong commands caused some confusion, but it was finally 
remedied by the captains taking the matter into their own 
hands and halting and dressing their companies. The lieu- 
tenant-colonel also omitted to bring the battalion to the 
‘Right shoulder shift before passing in review; and upon 
the reformation of the line he again opened the ranks, but 
failed to give the command ‘‘Front,’’ and presented 





arms while the guides were in the rear rank and the bat- 
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talion was “ dressing.’’ Many of thesubaltern officers failed to 
come to the front when theranks were opened the second time. 
The ‘ieutenant in command of the left company for some reason 
omitted to salute the reviewing officer. This review over, 
the battalion was broken into open column of companies for 
inspection, merely the uniforms and equipments being for- 
mally examined. A number of movements by battalion were 
then executed in quick and double time, the regiment gen- 
erally acquitting itselt very creditably. In marching in 
column of fours there was a great loss of distance. The ca- 
dence, however, was very fair, arid the column became steady 
as the march was continued. Nothing more fully illustrated 
the folly of an unequal number of companies (which plan is 
erroneously adhered to in this command, and of which we 
spoke in our last issue) than this drill. To properly execute 
the movement of close column by division the battalion com- 
mander was compelled to detach the left company, which 
stood at a halt until the battalion again broke into column 
of fours or company. In detaching this company the colo- 
nel omitted to change the position of the colors, by which 
means fiye companies were placed in the right wing, while 
the left was composed of three only. This error was much 
more noticeable when the battalion undertook the movement 
of double column at half distance, the colors then occupying 
& position on the left of the fourth company, which was com- 
manded by a junior officer. As a consequence, when the 
captains were ordered to rectify the alignment the battalion 
was aligned by the junior captain instead of the third senior. 
The movement of forming square from double column at half 
distance was well executed, also the marching in line in 
column of companies and divisions. The regiment in march- 
ing in battalion column, in both quick and double time, 
made a very handsome exhibition, and elicited loud and well- 
merited applause from the numerous spectators in the galle- 
ries. The manual was very fair, and the drill generally very 
satisfactory. Many of the movements were by inversion, 
which caused some little confusion among the men, who 
apparently at times forgot that the left was in front. Colonel 
Porter has drilled the regiment by inversion quite frequently 
this season, but naturally enough both officers and men very 
often get mixed in these executions. To any one—an un- 
military spectator for instance—who does not understand 
their character, this ‘‘confusion worse confounded’? leaves 
bad impressions as to the drilling qualities of the troops. 
Therefore, colonel, give us the left for general practice and 
the right for general exhibition. The men deserve great 
credit for their steadiness under arms and general attentive- 
ness during the evening. The full-dress parade and inspec- 
tion took place on Friday, May 5, with band and drum corps. 
Promenade concert afterward. 

Szvents Inrantry.—At an election in Company F held 
on Tuesday evening, Major Smith presiding, Second Lieu- 
tenant John A. Sniffin was elected first lieutenant, vice 
Cnarles Walke, resigned; First Sergeant F. A. Goodwin, 
second lieutenant, vice Sniffin, promoted; Sergeant H. B. 
Turner, first sergeant ; W. Storer, Jr., sergeant; and C. A. 
Weismann, corporal. 

The encampment project has received the affirmative vote 
of seven companies, the negative of three. Since this vote 
was taken, however, the majority of the members have some- 
what reconsidered their actions. The regiment will there- 
fore probably remain quiet this season, many members un- 
doubtedly having a too vivid recollection of blistered feet 
and sunstrokes, the unanticipated results of the Cape May 
trip last year. The cost of a week’s encampment on the 
Hudson is estimated at about $25 per man, and the inci- 
dental expenses would perhaps amount to as much more. 
This very naturally is rather too expensive for the majority 
of the members, especially for performing the work and 
pleasure entailed. Weare in favor of this excursion on a 
moderately inexpensive basis; but on the above estima- 
tion, which, we think, must have been exaggerated, we do 
not think it will pay. If the State would order these en- 
campments, and furnish camp equipments and allowances, 
which it should do, they would svon become very popular 
not only in the Seventh but other regiments of the State. 
The Seventh will remain quiet this season if some other pro- 
ject of cheaper nature does not offer itself. We think an 
excursion by water, without any of the usual consequent long 
marches through, city, town, or village, over unpaved or 
rugged streets, would be most desirable. The regiment, we 
learn, will make its spring parade on the 15th, when, we 
presume, it will receive the Twenty-third of Brooklyn, both 
making a conjoint parade in this city. 

Tae ‘‘Carrott Guarp,’’ Company F, Thirteenth Infan- 
try, in lieu of a ‘‘closing’’ drill, made a public street pa- 
rade in Brooklyn on Tuesday evening last, the regimental 
band and drum corps being in attendance. The company, 
under the command of Captain Harry H. Beadle, was largely 
augmented by volunteers from other companies of the regi- 
ment, forming a good-sized battalion of two commands of 
fourteen files front, the first being under the control of 
Second Lieutenant Miles of Company F, the second under 
Second Lieutenant Sopher of Company G. As uszal on oc- 

easions like this, the number cf “ file-closers’’ was very 
numerous. They, however, appeared to most excellent ad- 
vantage, like the entire battalion of which they formed a 
part. The command at a little after 8 o’clock left the ar- 
mory, headed by the band and drum corps, and marched 
through Henry street to First place, thence by a counter- 


fect blaze of gas illumination shed its brilliancy on the bat- 

talion and surrounding objects. Here quite an extended 

halt was indulged in, the men meanwhile standing at an 

**in place rest,’? while a non-intoxicating beverage, 

termed lemonade, was dispensed with liberal hands. Per- 

haps it is well te remark here that the commandant of this 

company sets a good example by adhering to temperance 

principles, and evidently the main portion of the battalion 

were ‘‘ free to maintain’’ a similar doctrine ; for we observed 

but few men straggle from the ranks, although the temptation 

was near by for those of bibulous tastes. The battalion 

after a half hour’s rest again broke into column and resumed 
the march, making an extended tour through many of the 
streets of the city, and paying the comp!iment of a marching 
salute in Lafayette avenue to Colonel Heath, General Wood- 
ward’s chief of staff, whose residence was briliantly illumi- 
nated and whose family and friends gave a warm greeting as 
the battalion passed. The command finally returned to the 
armory, stacked arms, and soon after proceeded without 
muskets to a restaurant near by, where the participants of 
the parade and a few invited guests partook of oysters, coffee, 
and ‘‘sich.” At the close of the ‘‘ reasonable *’ feast, the cap- 
tain in a brief speech thanked the members of the battalion 
for their attendance, and closed by introducing the regi- 
ment’s energetic little commandant, Colonel Fred. Mason, 
who at the request of the captain and on behalf of the com- 
pany presented Private Cosgrove with a handsome gold re- 
cruiting medal, he having been the most successful in 
obtaining recruits during the past season. Thecolonel made 
a brief and characteristically pointed speech, Mr. Cosgrove 
responding by advising other members to work as zealously 
as himself for the success of the company. Other speeches 
followed by Lieutenant-Colonel Briggs, Lieutenants Miles 
and Sopher, Captain Barnett, and veterans and members 
of the company. The whole affair terminated pleasantly 
and quietly shortly before midnight. The battalion 
during the march, we owitted to remark, made a very hand- 
some show in full dress uniforms, the alignments and 
distances were good, and the rear rank was particularly well 
closed during the entire march. The battalion commander, 
however, omitted to fix bayonets, which error, if so it may 
be termed, was corrected at the first halt. 


Tuirty-seconD Inrantry.—This regiment is ordered to 
assemble for parade and drill by wing, in fatigue dress and 
white gloves, at the armory, corner Stagg street and Bush- 
wick boulevard, as follows: Right wing, Companies D, A, G, 
and E, on Wednesday, May 10, 17, 24, and 31; left wing, 
Companies F, B, H, and C, on Friday, May 5, 12, 19, and 26. 
Assembly at 8 o’cluck P. m. on both occasions. Lieutenant- 
Colonel John Rueger, Sergeant-Major R. Spitzer, Color- 
Sergeant N. Laul, apd the right and left general guides, 
will assemble with theright wing. Major Fred. J. Karcher, 
Quartermaster-Sergeant Charles Sultan, Color-Sergeant J. 
Martin, and the markers, will assemble with the left wing. 
First Lieutenant L. Finkelmeier will act as adjutant with 
the right, Second Lieutenant F. Staudermann as adjutant 
with the left wing. First Lieutenant Louis Finkelmeier is 
relieved from duty with the regimental Board of Examina- 
tion, and First Lieutenant Charles Waage detailed in his 
place. Lieutenant Waage will report in person to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Rueger, president of they board. Lieutenant 
L. Finkelmeier is detailed as acting adjutant. The follow- 
ing promotions is this command are hereby announced: 
Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Ed. Roehr, to be colonel, original 
vacancy; Major John Rueger to be lieutenant-colonel, 
vice Roehr, promoted; Adjatant and Brevet Captain Fred. 
J. Karcher to be major, vice Rueger, promoted; First Lien. 
tenant Christopher Lutz to be captain Company G, vice 
Kohler, resigned; Private George Miller to be second lieu- 
tenant Company G, vice Fint, resigned. 


Various Irems.—Colonel Henry Edw. Roehr, of the 
Thirty-second, was recently presented with a handsomely 
embroidered pair of shoulder-straps by his personal friends 
in the regiment. The colonel on the occasion was wished 
all success, and hopes were expressed that the ‘‘eagle’’ 
would soon take flight, and that he would ‘sev 
stars,’? or words to that effect......‘‘ Medicus ” is informed 
that his connection with the regular or volunteer service of 
the United States does not entitle him to any insignia in the 
National Guard. Brevets are retained, but service straps 
are only allowable for length of service in the State militia. 
Even if your former service was recognized, your entire 
term would be too short to allow a service strap 
Howitzer battery of the Eleventh brigade has at last secured 
eligible quarters. A portion of the lower floor of the State 
Arsenal, Brooklyn, has been divided off so as to provide a room 
20 by 34 feet in size, which has been handsomely fitted up and 
furnished. The furniture and general fixtures of the room 
are of solid black walnut, and the light is secured by the aid 
of an artistic bronze chandelier pending from the centre of the 
ceiling...... Company A, Seventh Infantry, Captain Allison, 
has pr ted in pany orders a record of the attendance 
of the members during the past season. Captain Allison 
introduced this plan in the season of ’67-8, and the attend- 
ance has increased year after year. The number of men 








and wheeling into line immediately in front of the residence | and 65 1-2 per cent. missing one drill and over. Private 
of its commander, Captain Beadle, from whose house a per- | Hyde hasserved twenty-five years and missed only four parades 


--++« Inquirer”? is informed: (1.) That a battalion marching 
by the flank, in column of fours, on the order ‘‘ Battalion 
halt’ being given, the rear rank does not close up to 16 
inches, but remains at 32 inches distance. (2.) It is not 
proper, accoriing to Upton or any one else, for men to drill 
in the manual with their pieces at a half-cock. (3.) The 
position of quartermaster-sergeant of a company is recog- 
nized only by the State. His rank as to the other sergeants 
varies in different regiments, but we should think, however, 
his proper position in the line of file-closers would be on the 
right of the second senior sergeant. (4.) When a company 
is formed by the first sergeant, the men being at a “ support,” 
at @ man’s name being called, he comes to a “carry,” 
then to an ‘‘order;’’ the Tactics does not infer that he 
shall wait until the next name is called before execu‘ing the 
latter portion of the manual. Many companies follow your 
rule, however......Mr. L. Conterno, the well-known and 
capable director of the regimental band of the Twenty-third 
Infantry, will give on the 13th of May, at the Brooklyn | 
Academy, one of the most extensive military concerts ever 
perhaps before undertaken in that city. There will be at 
least one hundred and fifty performers, which will includ 
the bands of the Twenty-third and Seventh regiments an 
the full orchestra of the Italian Opera, and a number 
instrumental and vocal soloists. The price of admission ig 
within the reach of all, and there will be no reserved seats. 
«The Veteran Association of the Forty-seventh Infantry 
proceed via the South Side Railroad on the Ist of June on 
an excursion to Rockaway, L. I., to indulge in a clambake. 
sical The Eleventh brigade has a field day at Prospect Park, 
Brooklyn, on the 25th of June. The city authorities, we 
learn, have offered $4,000 a year for the Brooklyn rink for 
an armory for the Twenty-third Infantry. The liberal (?) 
offer was of course refused. It would take about $4,000 
additional to make the building suitable for an armory, un- 
less the Twenty-third have some idea of executing battalion 
movements on skates......The Fourteenth Infantryjhas about 
one hundred men who have procured the full dress uniform. 
seeThe Forty-seventh proposes s moonlight parade 
shortly, if Luna is found well dispcsed. The regiment has 
now arranged to visit Poughkeepsie,,N. Y., on the 28th of 
June...... The Ninth has a severe attack of the testimonial 
fever. It has proved fatal to a few......Captain Boehrer of 
Company F, Fifty-fifth Infantry, who recently tendered his 
resignation, has been petitioned by the members to reson- 
sider his action. We trust this capable officer will not leave, 
for he has few equals in the regiment. The company, by 
order of the regimental commander, assembled on Thursday 
evening last for an informal inspection......Closing drills, 
company and regimental, are all the rago at the present 
time. A few organizations only manifest improvements in 
drill and strength, and some have apparently retrograded in 
both......The Second division headquarters, Major-General 
Woodward, is controlled and “run” most systematically. 
By the by, Colonel Robert B. Woodward of the Second divi- 
sion staff has recently taken unto himself a wife......The 
Fifth brigade has an artistic painting at its headquarters, 
entitled the ‘‘ Daughter of the Brigade.’’ It is life size, beau- 
tifal in form, face, and uniform......The cards of adwission 
to witness the closing in-door drill of the Thirteenth Infantry 
held at the State Arsenal, Brooklyn, on Thursday evening 
last, we learn, were very handsomely printed. 


OUT-OF-TOWN ITEMS. 


Maryitann.—Fifth Infantry.—The Baltimore Sus an- 
nounces that the executive committee of the Fifth regiment 
M. N. G. have decided upon an excursion for the regiment 
to Mount Vernon May 10. Arrangements have been effected 
with the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad for a safficient number 
of cars or a special train to take the regiment to Washington 
and return. The trip from Washington to Mount Vernon 
will be made on one of the regular Potomac steamboats, or 
possibly on a Government vessel. While in Washington the 
regiment will make a parade up Pennsylvania avenue over 
the new Nicolson pavement, and expects to be reviewed by 
the President, or some distingaished officer. The regiment 
will start from Baltimore esrly in the morning, each man 
provided with one day’s rations. A visit to Mount Vermon 
in the month of May will no doubt prove a very interesting 
and pleasant affair, and the men of the regiment are in great 
glee over it, anticipating a delightful excursion. ‘ 


Massachusetts.—The competitive drill for the State cham- 
pionship between the Montgomery Light Guard, Company I, 
Ninth Infantry, Mass. N. G@., and Company D of the First 
battalion, is ‘‘ off,’? the companies failing to agree as to the 
terms of the proposed competition. The Montgomery com- 
mittee publish a lengthy card in the Boston Herald, explain- 
ing the points of di-agreement, the main purport of which is 
relative to the decision of the judges being made on the 
ground immediately after the trial. To this apparently 
Company D objects. V’e have not space for the card in 
this issue; but it seems to us that the Montgomery Guard 
has made every concession in the matter. 


Pennsyluania.—We have received marked papers containing 


attending all the drills in the season of ’67-8 was 12; ’68-9,|an account of an exhibition drill given by the “ Heath 
27 ; 69-70, 29; °70-71, 30; showing conclusively that the | Zouaves”’ at Pittsburgh last we.k. Our space does not admit 
plan has worked most successfully. The active members| of any extracts. The Pennsylvania papers seem quite alive 





march through a parallel course to Union street, halting ' number some sixty men, 511-2 per cent. missing no drills in their interest in National Guard matters. 
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FOREIGN MILITARY AND NAVAL ITEMS. 


Tuer Marquis of Bute, the of ‘the Cardiff 
docks, has refunded the dock dues paid for all German 
vessels detained in that port on account of the war. 


A PARTY of royal engineers are in coiling 
cable for firing to in Woolwich dock- | 4% 
This cable, manufactured by Messrs. Silver, 


orth Woolwich, is an inch and a half in diameter, and 
weighs five tons a mile. 


CoLONEL TERRELL, an American officer, the Me- 
chanic’s Magazine informs us, has invented a gun, the re- 
inforce of which is perforated by eight rows of holes. 


The object is to obtain a grater radiating sur- 
face, and thus, b are & oe oe becoming 
overheated, avoi strains which result from exces- 


sive heat, causing unequal expansion in the metal. 


In addition to a stand of arms, Prince Arthur has pre- 
sented to the Royal Artillery Institution at Woolwich 
the uniform taken from a Fenian made prisoner during 
the raid into Canada last year. The ents consist of 
# cap and tunic of common green e, extensively or- 
namented with coarse yellow worsted braid and brass 
The uniform has 
been stuffed and placed in a glass case in the museum. 


Tue machinery hitherto used in the royal laborato- 
ment, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, to manufac- 
ture the bullets for the Snider breech-loading rifle, and 
which completed them at the rate of sixty per minute, is 
being 5 ame by machinery of more modern construc- 
tion, each machine a designed to manufacture one 
hundred and thirty bullets per minute. Another ad- 
vantage possessed by the new machines is that three 
only occupy the space occupied by one of the original 
machines. 


DunRina the siege of Paris a boy who had a passion for 
collectiny; postage stamps, and had read in the newspa- 
that others had obtained French balloon-stamps 
Rom the royal headquarters, wrote from Potsdam to the 
Crown P:ince, asking for some of them. Seven balloon- 
letters were sent to him from the Chancelry of the 
CrownfPrince. Some of the stamps bear a portrait of 
Napoleon, and others a figure of the goddess of the re- 
public. ‘The letters are very closely written ’on fine blue 


paper. 

TWENTY years ago, upon the Ist of May, 1851, on the 
occasion of the opening of the International Exhibition in 
Hyde Park, the late Duke of Wellington presented to his 
little godson, Prince Arthur, then twelve months old, a 
small sealed casket, with instructions that the birthday 
gift should not be opened until the Prince attained his 
majority. The 1st of May, 1871, is rapidly approaching, 
when the casket should be opened. It will be interest- 
ing to learn its contents. ° 


A DESCRIPTION of a newly invented pneumatic sound- 
ing machine, designed to obtain correct soundings from 
a vessel moving rapidly through the water, was read by 
Mr. Walter C. Bergius, of Glasgow, before the recent 
meeting of the British Institution of Navul Architects. 
The p-inciple of the instrument is that it indicates the 
hydrostatic pressure to which it was subjected on strik- 
ing the bottom, and hence the exact vertical depth, no 
matter the amount of slack line overboard. It is, in 
point of fact, analogous in its action to the barometer, by 
which the height of a mountain is measured by the 
weight of the column of air. 

Tue London correspondent of the /rish Times says: 
“Tt speaks volumes for the management of naval affairs, 
and rather makes us tremble for military improvements 
when the army falls under more Parliamentary patron- 
age, to hear—and I can assure you of the fact—that the 
inventions of Captain Moncrieff for ship-guns and car- 

i which, if successful, would cause a beneficial revo- 
lution in vessels of war and their artillery, have not as 

et been permitted even an experimental trial! The 
ironmasters outside, and the old prejudiced hands at the 
Admiralty inside, are too strong for useful or economical 
invention.” ‘ 

CapTain Nolan of the British Royal Artillery, Broad 
Arrow informs us, has woos th eneSaees 4 use with 
artillery in the field a range~ r, whose efficiency and 
accuracy quickly brought it into notice as a valuable ad- 
junct to that arm. Captain ee: of the same regi- 
ment, has just introduced a method of obtaining ranges 
from elevated coast batteries, which is particularly 
adapted to our insular position. Captain Nolan takes 
the measured distance between two guns in the field, and, 
using that as a base line, measures, with the aid of PP 
cial angular instruments fitted to the guns, the angular 
subtense of the sides of the triangle formed by the two 
guus and the target; these angles being measured, the 
required range is readily obtained. Captain Tracey, in 
place of using the distance between the guns of a battery, 
takes the vertical height of the gun itself above the sea 
as his base-line, and makes the itself by means of 
its own “ tangent-scale ” (#. ¢., the hind-sight with which 
every gun in our service is fitted) serve as the instrument 
to measure the angle necessary to beknown. The sight- 
ing of {rifled guns enables us thus to read with pre- 
p> to one minute of angle, while with our smooth- 
bore guns the accuracy of their sighting is greater than 
the accuracy of their practice; so that in each case 
the range can be obtained by means of the gun itself 


with as t ace as that icular gun can throw 
its shot. To obtain this angle it is only n » Ast. 
To train the gun in the direction of the target. To 


level the bore carefully, by placing a spirit level ther-in, 
or by any other means. Fae To reise the hind-sight un- 
til it and the fore-sight are in one with the water-line 
of the object; when the ise height to which the 
hind-sight has been raised only to be read off in 

and minutes (in which it is already marked) and 
the “angle of dopresion” is obtained. his angle and 
the height of the gun above the water being known, a 


very 3, eben pyery er calculation enables the 
to be ; but Captain Tracey has introduced a 
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po | pate y A the de: ards, _ 
; y5 #. ¢., the range in being 
pointed out by a “ broad super” tn tin snick oleae tod ae 
mistakable manner. 

WE are informed by Broad Arrow that no further in- 
iry will take place ng the loss of Her Majesty’s 
ship Captain until the result of the committee of in- 
quiry on ironclads has been formally settled and made 
known. The same paper gives us the following items 
also: “The announcement that an addition has been 
made to the military staff at the War Office by the cre- 
ation of an assistant director of artillery, and that Colo- 
nel Reilly, C. B., Royal Artillery, has been appointed to 
the office, is another proof that the economy so loudly 
claimed for the control system is rapidly disappeari 
through gradual and constant additions to the s 
This is no more than what was foreseen from the begin- 
ning by all ae observers of the control organi- 
zation.” “It been found impracticable, with due 
regard to the conduct of public business, to place all 
the branches of the War Office under one roof; conse- 
quently the military or executive branch will remain at 
the Horse Guards, where every n arrangement 
has been made for securing the efficient working of the 
new system.” “There is said to be a decided objection 
in high quarters to the contemplated abolition of the of- 
fice of Quartermaster-General, an office which has been 
shorn of much of its former importance in consequence 
of the establishment of the control system. Since the re- 
tirement of Sir Hope Grant, the Quartermaster-General 
and his department have been brought practically under 
the control of the Adjutant-General, the two depart- 
ments, heretofore distinct, being now to all intents and 
purposes one, a homogeneity which we hinted last week 
would be further insured on the contemplated new staff 
arrangements being carried into more complete effect 
three months hence.” 


In a recently published work entitled “ Foreign Armies 
and Home Reserves,” Captain Brackenbury, R. A., says : 
“From a military point of view, Austria is stronger 
than of old. The spirit of the army has not yet re- 
covered the shock of 1866, but there isno Venetia to 
occupy, and the generals know more of the art of war, 
The new organization gives a peace strength of 250,000, 
a regular army for war of 800,000, including the reserves 
—border troops, 53,000, and landwehr, 200,000, besides 
the landsturm, not yet completely organized. The 
field artillery did right wellin the war, and has needed 
no changes. The cavalry rode and fought splendidly, 
but were not employed to the extent or in the manner 
they ought to have been, and probably would be now. The 
infantry possess about 600,000 breech-loaders converted 
from the old pattern on the Wentzl system. New ones 
will be made as soon as Werndl’s magnificent establish- 
ment at Steyr is in full working order. Old iron smooth- 
bore 24-pounders are being converted into 56-pounder 
breech-loaders for land fortresses, and the coast will be 
defended by heuvy rifled ordnance, probably from Eng- 
land, as scon as money to buy them is granted. The 
men have satisfied themselves that rashness is folly. 
The officers are forced to learn their work by a series of 
strict examinations before promotion. e fleet is 
steadily increasing in power, though much cramped for 
want of funds. Let Austria have but a very few years 
of peace,and she would bea strong, liberal military 
power, whose interests in the East would be identical 
with those of England. Aggressive she will not be, for 
she has all to lose and nothing to gain by war.” 
Captain Brackenbury’s views on the army and the 
reserve will probably come under our notice at a fature 
oppotunity. 
COMBINING the most recent information from vari- 
ous sources, says Broad Arrow, there is no doubt that the 
Government of St. Pe:ersburg is straining every nerve 
to prepare for any warlike contingency that may arise, 
or to secure the execution of her own secret designs. A 
force of about 200,000 men has been concentrated in 
Poland and on the Austrian frontier, and 150,000 more, 
including 25,000 cavalry, are posted on the lines of rail- 
way, and ready to be moved at any moment for service 
in the field. They are provided with steel guns, and 
huts on the Prussian system. Seven cast-iron guns 
of very heavy calibre have just arrived at Odessa, en 
route tor the new fortifications at Kertch. In the navy 
an important change has been made as to the force of 
marines in the Black Sea. This force, which was re- 
duced to three brigades after the Crimean war, has now 
been brought back to its original strength, viz., twelve 
brigades, and Admiral Glassenaff, the head of the Ad- 
miraltyjat Nicolaieff, has been directed to fill up the 
new cadres as quickly as posible. The twelve brigades 
will consist of 25,000 marifies in all, who are to remain 
at Nicolaieff until Sebastopol is rebuilt and fortified. 
Three naval captains, MM. Andreieff, Teodoroff, and 
Regonlia, have also been sent to Nicolaieff to superintend 
the building of monitors therg, the materials for which 
arrived in Odessa from England about three months ago. 
The Boundery, a large and very compact ship, built in 
America for Mexico, and afterwards purchused by the 
Russian Government, is now being fitted with iron plates, 
under the direction of these officers. The fortifying of 
Cronstadt has been resumed with the abatement of 
the severe frost; the seaward batteries are now protected 
by 10-inch shields of iron plate, and mounted with guns 
of very heavy calibre. A large dock ofthe “Mortonsys- 
tem” is being constructed at Baku, with an immense 
breakwater oi hewn stone, and a wooden stage 980 feet 
in length. On the 16th ult. the annual “ Sebastopol 
dinner” took place at Detmuth’s Hotel, St. Petersburg. 
The president, in his opening speech, took occasion to 
remark upon the advisableness of using every effort to 
raise Sebastopol to her rightful place as the great em- 
gore ae the south ant, the outlet of Russian commerce 
ion of navigation in the Baltic and the 
Sea of Azoff. iH noticed the progressive edvance of the 
Sebastopol and Lasavo Railway, and showed how the 
line of traffic would in time draw to itself the commerce 
of Kharkov, Kiev, and southern Russia generally ; winding 








day it is becoming more a t that Russia 
ware the position from which Ge ives ditven:; at the 
cost of so much blood and treasure, by the Crimean war ; 
and if another rehearsal of Prince Menschikoff’s insolent 
mission and of the massacre of Sinope are not yet ordered, 
it is evidently because all the arrangements necessary to 
insure a perfect success are not yet accomplished. 
THE London Hngineer seriously calls the attention of 
the members of both Houses of Parliament, and.of the 
naval members especially, as well as the general public, to 
the fact that England is now building by contract four ves- 
sels of the Cerberus type, now known as the Cyclops class, 
viz., Cyclops, Hecate, Gorgon, and Hydra, without one of 
them having been tried at sea. The voyage of the Cer- 
berus will demonstrate of what value such “tubs” will be 
to defend our shores, harbors, and commerce. Sir J. 
Hay may well say that “if they were more stable they 
would be more valuable.” If they built ships of 2,150 
tons, and said to the naval officers in charge of them, 
You may use them in narrow seas, where of course no 
waves of their own period would dare enter to disturb 
their equilibrium—stability we mean; but if you meet 
an oceanic wave, the fate of the Captain will befal you— 
that would not be very satisfactory,” and we most cer- 
tainly agree with him, and go further, and say, most un- 
satisfactory. We shall certainly be astonished if any 
more of this class from the same designs are built, and 
would give a word of warning to the First Lord against 
such vessels being allowed to leave our harbors, even 
though the wind should indicate buta summer squall. 
A low freeboard ship, capable of rolling 40 degrees on 
small provocation, can never be considered practically 
safe out of harbor. 


In the opinion of the German Neue Freie Presse, true 
magnanimity has never been a characteristic of the 
French nation. It is true, it asserts, that great ideas have 
issued from France and great things been done there, 
but the motives which prompted the latter were only 
too frequently low and mean. The French have a great 
talent for acting, and they have often played the part 
of the magnanimous hero so well that the whole theatre 
of the werld has resounded with applause. Now and 
then, like a skilful actor, they seem for a moment to for- 
get the difference between art and nature, and for a time, 
as in the days of Gambetta’s dictatorship, they become 
almost what they seem; but no sooner has the applause 
ceased and the attention of the audience been diverted 
than they lay aside their assumed vharacter, and the 
vulgar reverse of the stage hero is seen. The Germans, 
on the other hand, have no histrionic skill. They care 
little for appearances, and so their real virtues are un- 
der-estimated. Until lately they were considered a na- 
tion of good workmen and excellent schoolmasters, nor 
did the world learn how great were their power and 
their bravery until they (were compelled to show 
them in self-defence. The same indifference to display 
saves them from the temptations of the position they 
have gained. They have no thirst for military glory, 


| and no wish to undertake the dangerous part of dictators 


of the history of the world. Their only desire isto be 
left to manage their own affairs without foreign inter- 
ference. This is clearly the meaning, it declares, of the 
address of the German Reichstag. The document, it adds, 
is simple and honest from beginning to end. Its impor- 
tance consists not in what it says, but in what it does 
not say. There is no boasting of the great successes of 
the war, or of the glorious peace which has been conclud- 
ed. The address and the debate which preceded its 
adoption must entirely soothe the apprehensions of those 
who feared that the peace of Europe and the independ- 
ence of the smaller States might be endangered by the 
greatness of Germany. No true patriot can doubt for a 
moment where Austria should look for an ally ; whether 
to France, which is tearing open her wounds with her 
own hands, and which seems to have no choice left but 
that between despotism and civil war, or to Germany, 
which in the very moment of victory renounces all 
thought of foreign conquest or even of intervention in 
the domestic affairs of other nations. 








THE great dry goods house of Lord & Taylor, New 
York, have met the wishes and necessities of families re- 
moved from the city, in a practical way and with great 
success. As their advertisement in another place shows, 
they have prepared “ trousseaus” for ladies, and “ outfits ” 
for infants, so that a person at a distance may easily ob- 
tain those desirable articles carefully and relatively se- 
lected, at varying prices. -The ladies of the Army will 
appreciate the opportunity. 








MARRIED. 


[Announcements of Marriages should be paid for at the rate of 
Jifly cents each.) 


MerreELL—Benton.—At Rochester. N. Y., April 25, 1871, at the 
residence of the bride’s father, by the Rev. Walton W. Battershall, 
Captain W. H. Merreu, U. 8S. A., to M. Aris, daughter of 
James W. Benton, Esq. (No cards.) 


DIED. 
Murpuy.—At Trinidad, Colorado Territory, on February 26, 
1871, JouN Mourpeny, formerly First Lieutenant Fourth U. 8. Caval 
Try- 
Demanrest.—Of séarlet fever, at Paterson, N. J., 28th ult., 
Heyry M. Low, son of Captain James H. and Hettie L. Demarest, 
aged four years. 

JanEs.—At Portland, O: , Tuesday morning, April 18, Cari- 
ta BELENAP, daughter of Brevet Lieutenant-Colorel and Mrs. 
Henry W. Janes, U. 8. Army, aged 9 months and 18 ‘lays. 

Washington, and Philadelphia papers please copy. 


W. C. ROGERS & (C0., 
STATIONERS AND PRINTERS, 
26 JOHN STREET, NEW YORK 
Speciaity—Military Blank Forms sand Docuinents printed 
order, at reasonable prices. 
Descriptive Books 
Endorsement an! Memorandum Books 
Consolidate:i Rep 
Court-martial Books, Sergeants’ Koll Books. 




















up by proposing a toast “to the resurrection of Sebasto- 
a7 enw: drunk with the grvatest enthusiasm. 


Weddin, and Visitine Oards of the Latest Stvles, etc. ete 





